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CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS

Present at the largest  
educational event in the Northwest!

)(%58$5<���������������6($77/(�:$ 
at the Washington State Convention Center

NCCE is seeking 2-hour workshop proposals, 
50-minute session proposals and exhibitor showcase 
sessions focusing on the following themes:

EMERGING TRENDS
Focus around new ideas and innovations by sharing your 
leading-edge strategies and ideas.

LEADERSHIP
A showcase of  issues that are important to superintendents, 
principals, IT and curriculum directors, and other school leaders, 
such as Common Core State Standards, new assessments, legal 
and policy issues, equity, connected leadership, new models for 
professional learning, and moving beyond textbooks. 

PROMISING PRACTICES
Presentations from field practitioners about what’s working in 
their classrooms, including STEM, ELA and the humanities, ESL, 
SPED, and more. The primary focus for these sessions should 
be on instructional methods and student learning, not just on 
technology. 

TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE
Planning, management and resources related to infrastructure, 
mobile learning, cloud-based computing, security, and policies 
that support effective teaching and learning.

722/�6+2:&$6(
Demonstrations of  great hardware and software solutions, 
including iPad apps, Web 2.0 tools, and more. 

GAMING/CODING/MAKERSPACE
Presentations that include gamification, coding, building, 
experimenting, creativity or app design and address 
instructional strategies and learning materials and resources. 

MOBILE LEARNING/1:1 
Strategies, policies, resources or best practices that address 
effective instructional use of  mobile devices including laptops, 
Chromebooks, iPads, smart phones, e-readers or other mobile 
devices that are used to deliver curriculum and enhance the 
learning environment. 

Congratulations

2015 NCCE Outstanding 
Educator of  the Year

Collette Cassinelli 
Librarian/Technology Teacher at  
La Salle Catholic College 
Preparatory in Milwaukie, Oregon 
pictured with NCCE CEO, Heidi 
Rogers (left).

“The mountains are calling and  
I must go.” ~ John Muir

Please go to ncce.org to submit your proposal under CONFERENCE and NCCE 2016
Proposal review begins June 30st, all proposals must be submitted by August 1st to be considered.

ncce.org
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From the Guest Editor by Gillian Grimm   

Life-long learning. It’s a phrase that’s kicked around a lot in the world of school libraries. It 
LV��ZKHQ�ZH�ZKLWWOH�HYHU\WKLQJ�HOVH�GRZQ�±�WKH�GHPDQGV�RQ�RXU�WLPH��MXJJOLQJ�ÀH[�DQG�¿[HG�
schedules, the needs of nine different grades, collaborating with teachers, building a strong 
program, weaving the Oregon Library Standards into our daily practices—when we get right 
down to the heart of all those things we do, the central goal of our job, isn’t it? To create life-
long learners.  
But not just to create them, we also need to be life-long learners. 

I’ve never met a librarian who wasn’t curious, who wasn’t always learning about something. Even if it’s just looking 
XS�D�TXHVWLRQ�IRU�D�VWXGHQW�DQG�¿QGLQJ�\RXUVHOI�GUDZQ�LQ��ZDQWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�PRUH��OLEUDULDQV�DUH�DOZD\V�RQ�WKH�KXQW�
for new knowledge. It is, I think, built into our characters, the desire to understand more. It’s why, I’m going to 
guess, most of us chose this particular path in life. Well, that and the whole book-loving thing. 
As someone who is just starting out in the world of school librarianship, I’ve so enjoyed being welcomed into 
a community of learners. I feel so lucky to have found, as they say, my people. Whether it’s a conference, a 
listserve, an email string or just a happenstance meeting on the street with a fellow librarian, we are a community of 
information sharers, a community of information sponges, a community of life-long learners. 
Editing this issue of Interchange�KDV�EHHQ�D�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�DOO�RQ�LWV�RZQ��DQG�RQH�,¶P�JODG�,�XQGHUWRRN��
%HWZHHQ�FROG�HPDLOLQJ�OLEUDU\�H[SHUWV�DURXQG�WKH�VWDWH�ZKLOH�FKDVLQJ�GRZQ�FRQWULEXWRUV��GHOYLQJ�IXUWKHU�LQWR�WKH�
Oregon School Library Standards to better understand the topic of this issue and then reading through and editing 
WKH�H[FHOOHQW�DUWLFOHV�WKDW�ZHUH�VXEPLWWHG��,�¿QG�P\VHOI�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�,�KDYH�JDLQHG�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��
7KHUH¶V�D�QHZ�QRWHERRN�RQ�P\�GHVN�DQG�VHYHUDO�GRFXPHQWV�RQ�P\�*RRJOH�'ULYH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�SHRSOH�,¶YH�FKDWWHG�
ZLWK��LGHDV�WKDW�ZHUH�EDWWHG�DURXQG��H[DPSOHV�DQG�WLSV�,�ZDQW�WR�WU\�LQ�P\�RZQ�OLEUDU\��DUWLFOHV�,¶YH�DEVRUEHG�DQG��RI�
FRXUVH��ERRNV�,�ZDQW�WR�UHDG�DQG�DGG�WR�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�DW�P\�VFKRRO��,�DP�¿UHG�XS�E\�ZKDW�,¶YH�OHDUQHG�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH�RI�
Interchange��DQG�,�KRSH�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�LW�JRRG�IXHO�IRU�WKH�¿UH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DV�ZHOO�
 
*LOOLDQ�*ULPP�LV�WKH�/LEUDU\�$VVLVWDQW�DW�6XQQ\VLGH�(QYLURQPHQWDO�6FKRRO�LQ�3RUWODQG�DQG�LV�¿QLVKLQJ�KHU�/LEUDU\�
Media Endorsement at Portland State University. She can be reached at ggrimm@pps.net.

From the President’s Device by Stephanie Thomas

:KDW�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�\HDU�WKLV�KDV�EHHQ�IRU�VFKRRO�OLEUDULHV��:H�KDYH�MRE�RSHQLQJV�DURXQG�WKH�VWDWH�
IRU�QH[W�VFKRRO�\HDU�DQG�ZH�KDYH�PDQ\�IRONV�WR�WKDQN�IRU�WKHLU�DGYRFDF\�HIIRUWV��$V�SRVLWLRQV�
EHFRPH�DYDLODEOH��LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�TXDOL¿HG�FDQGLGDWHV�WR�DSSO\��,I�\RX�RU�VRPHRQH�
you know is interested in being in a school library, please consider the Portland State University 
DQG�3RUWODQG�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH�SURJUDPV��1RZ�LV�WKH�WLPH�WR�¿QLVK�XS�FHUWL¿FDWLRQV��:H�
ZRUU\�WKDW�ZLWKRXW�TXDOLW\�FDQGLGDWHV�WR�¿OO��GLVWULFWV�ZLOO�WKLQN�ZH�GRQ¶W�QHHG�WKH�SRVLWLRQV���
:H¶YH�EHHQ�¿JKWLQJ�KDUG�WR�EULQJ�EDFN�SRVLWLRQV��QRZ�ZH�QHHG�SHRSOH�

This issue’s theme is all about OSLIBS (Oregon School Library Standards), newly adopted by the Oregon 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��,�ZDV�OXFN\�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�¿QDO�WHDP�WKDW�SUHVHQWHG�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�LQ�DFWLRQ�WR�2'(�
VWDII�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\��WKH�ERDUG���,W�ZDV�D�UHZDUGLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�DUWLFXODWH�ZKDW�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�ZLOO�SURYLGH�
IRU�RXU�2UHJRQ�VWXGHQWV��$V�SDUW�RI�WKLV��LW�ZDV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�ZH�FDOOHG�RXW�VSHFL¿F�VNLOOV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�
that are currently not being taught elsewhere in the school’s curriculum—concepts such as digital citizenship and 
social responsibility. The hope is that with the adoption schools will need to articulate how those skills are being 
taught and by whom. 

 continued…
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([SORUH�WKH�DUWLFOHV�ZULWWHQ�IRU�\RX�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH�DQG�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�\RX�FDQ�XVH�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�
in action in your own libraries. With 1:1 iPads, I’ve found myself heading out to classes and using technology 
integration skills on a daily basis. We’ve used tools like padlet to crowdsource ideas around research, cyberbullying, 
and more. What I’ve found is that the standards are crafted in such a way that it’s easy to address several at a time 
with one great activity or lesson. As we head into thinking about this year’s conference in Coos Bay with the 20/20 
theme, think about ways in which you can use the standards to be a leader in your building and school community.  
Thanks again to the OSLIBS ad hoc committee that crafted the standards and to the team of folks who helped to 
get them adopted. I would like to give a special call out to my friend, Peggy Christensen, who just recently won 
the Oregon Library Association’s Distinguished Service Award for her tireless efforts to see the OSLIBS come to 
fruition.  
%HVW�ZLVKHV�IRU�WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�\RXU�VFKRRO�\HDU�
Stephanie Thomas is the Teacher Librarian at Parkrose High School in Portland and is also an adjunct instructor at 
Portland State University. She can be reached at kid.librarian@gmail.com.

From a District Office Point of View: Oregon School Library 

Standards by Susan Stone  

Our library services department is located in a small room in the lower regions of the main 
RI¿FH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�RXU�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW��:H�DUH�VXUURXQGHG�E\�WKH�VWDFNV�WKDW�VHUYH�DV�RXU�GLVWULFW¶V�
SURIHVVLRQDO�OLEUDU\��DQG�E\�FDUWV�DQG�FDUWV�RI�ERRNV��PDWHULDOV��DQG�RI¿FH�VXSSOLHV�WKDW�ZH�
KDYH�\HW�WR�¿QG�D�VSDFH�IRU²DV�ZH�ZHUH�MXVW�UHFHQWO\�PRYHG�LQWR�WKLV�VSDFH�DQG�VKDUH�LW�ZLWK�
three lovely folks from Nutrition Services. We are a department of three: one systems librarian 
(MLIS), one cataloguer (MLIS) and one TOSA (teacher-librarian), and we work very closely 
together, partly because we now sit very closely together, but also because we work in concert 

to support the library staff out in the buildings as best we can.  
Our department’s mission, as posted on our website is to “provide centralized and local supports for PPS 
students, teachers and district departments. Our goals focus on all patrons becoming active and effective users 
of information and technology, and supporting students to learn to read so they may better read to learn.” For 
a department of three, serving 45,000-ish students, 3000-ish staff and 85+ schools, it is a brave mission. Our work 
involves meetings with Human Resources, with Instructional Technology, with the curriculum department, with 
Research and Evaluation, even once in a while with Nutrition Services (we used to use their software to duplicate 
lunch cards for library cards at the elementary level). 
We rarely work directly with students, we’re not directly responsible for student achievement or assessment, and we 
do not conduct teacher evaluations —all activities that tie in one way or another to learning standards. So what role 
would the Oregon School Library Standards play in our department, other than to serve as a posting on our website 
to encourage library staff to target them when designing library programming and collaborating with colleagues?  
The standards are the targets teacher-librarians aim for when delivering instruction. What use would the standards be 
WR�D�GLVWULFW�OLEUDU\�VHUYLFHV�RI¿FH"
First, let me say that the Oregon School Library standards aren’t new to teacher-librarians. The teaching of research 
skills, or information literacy—the location, evaluation and  synthesis of information from a variety of resources to 
create new information—is not new. Librarians have been teaching information literacy for a very long time. The 
UHVRXUFHV�ZH�XVH�PLJKW�EH�QHZHU�WKDQ�WKH\�ZHUH�����WHQ��HYHQ�¿YH�\HDUV�DJR��EXW�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�VWLPXODWLRQ�RI�
critical thinking skills is not new.  Engaging students to read is not new for library staff. Even the integration of 
technology is not new—the technology has just improved. What is new is that the Oregon School Library Standards 
DQG�WKHLU�LQGLFDWRUV�KDYH�EHHQ�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�D�XQL¿HG�IRUPDW�DQG�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�2UHJRQ�6WDWH�%RDUG�RI�(GXFDWLRQ���
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Now, that’s new. Our teacher-librarians now have approved standards (which by the way, clearly echo content area 
standards over and over again) on which to base their instruction, on which to develop a scope and sequence for 
WKHLU�VWXGHQWV��DQG�RQ�ZKLFK�WR�DVVHVV�VWXGHQW�SUR¿FLHQF\�VNLOOV�UHODWHG�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�OLWHUDF\��UHVHDUFK��WHFKQRORJ\�
integration and digital citizenship.  
So, if our teacher-librarians are going to use the Oregon School Library standards to guide their instruction, the 
service our district department can provide is to arrange professional development opportunities for staff to 
VWUHQJWKHQ�WKHLU�XVH�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�VWDQGDUGV��DQG�WR�KHOS�VWUHWFK�DQG�H[SORUH�LGHDV�DERXW�KRZ�WKH\�FDQ�JXLGH�
students to achieve the standards.  
One activity we’ve already begun in a recent professional development session is to have our teacher-librarians 
use the OASL sample job description for their position [see OASL Teacher-Librarian Sample JD] as a framework 
WR�FDWHJRUL]H�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKHLU�LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�WDVNV���2XU�UDWLRQDOH�IRU�WKH�DFWLYLW\�LV�WKDW�ZKLOH�ZH�
(librarians) might often whine about how no one really understands what a teacher-librarian does, and while we 
might wave our job descriptions as some sort of proof of our value, we wonder if the job description itself is enough 
to relay the day to day picture of the magic that we know happens in our libraries.  
7RZDUG�WKH�JRDO�RI�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�PDJLF��ZH�FUHDWHG�D�WKUHH�FROXPQ�WDEOH�JUDSK��DQG�LQVHUWHG�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�GXW\�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�OLVWHG�RQ�WKH�2$6/�7HDFKHU�/LEUDULDQ�MRE�GHVFULSWLRQ�RQWR�D�URZ���:H�WLWOHG�WKH�WKLUG�URZ�³([DPSOHV´�
and left it blank. It looked like this, but continued on for each duty/responsibility:
Duties and Responsibilities Examples

Instruction Evaluate, promote, and model the use of
 innovative technologies and instructional
 strategies 
 Teach and collaborate on the instruction of Collaborate with health teacher to have
 research, information literacy, and digital students self-select a novel that includes a
 literacy character with a health issue. The student will then   
  research that health issue and locate local resources   
� � WKH�FKDUDFWHU�ZRXOG�¿QG�XVHIXO�
 Teach students to be effective consumers,
 producers, and presenters of information
 and ideas and to leverage technology in    
 those pursuits 
Literacy Collaborate with teachers and 
Promotion & administrators on school and district 
Advocacy literacy goals and plans
 Promote and maintain a school-wide culture Design reading passport activity across
 of reading and literature appreciation grade levels.  

 Reinforce literacy instruction with resources Collaborate with health teacher to have students self-
 in a variety of formats and genres including select a novel that includes a character with a health
� LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[WV� issue. The student will then research that health issue  
  DQG�ORFDWH�ORFDO�UHVRXUFHV�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�ZRXOG�¿QG�� �
  useful.
  
1H[W�ZH�GLVWULEXWHG�SDSHU�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�WDEOH�DQG�SXW�LW�RQOLQH�ZLWK�VKDUHG�HGLWLQJ�DFFHVV�IRU�DOO��7KH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�ZDV�
to think of everything one does as a teacher-librarian and put those activities, units, mini-lessons, administrative 
tasks, collaborative efforts—everything—on to the document in the third column in the cell or cells that would 
describe it. So, one might put one activity in more than one place (see above).  

 continued…
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We collected all the entries and are creating an online aggregate of all the activities our librarians do. This serves two 
SXUSRVHV�����VKDULQJ�LGHDV�LV�DOZD\V�JRRG��DQG�ZKHQ�H[DPSOHV�DUH�WLHG�WR�VWDQGDUGV��RQH�PLJKW�EH�MXPS�VWDUWHG�WR�
UHPHPEHU�D�XQLW�OHVVRQ�DFWLYLW\�WKH\�GR�WKDW�DOVR�¿WV�WKDW�VWDQGDUG��DQG����WKH�H[DPSOHV�EULQJ�WKH�GXW\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
to life. When asked “what does a teacher-librarian do"´��LI�WKH�DQVZHU�LV�WR�OLVW�DOO�WKH�LWHPV�LQ�WKH��QG�FROXPQ��LW¶V�
hard for the questioner to really see the depth of the response.  But if one can say “I reinforce literacy instruction 
ZLWK�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�IRUPDWV�DQG�JHQUHV�LQFOXGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[WV��DQG�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKDW�LV�E\�ZD\�
of a unit where I collaborate with my health teacher to have students self-select a novel that includes a character 
with a health issue. I work with the students to use credible resources to research the health issue. We then locate 
ORFDO�UHVRXUFHV�RU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�ZRXOG�¿QG�XVHIXO�LI�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�OLYHG�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��,�KDYH�WKH�
students write to these organizations and conduct an interview or request information. The students then prepare 
D�EULHI�RQH�PLQXWH�VXPPDU\�RI�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WKH\�PLJKW�VXJJHVW�WR�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�WKH�ERRN�´�1RZ�WKH�TXHVWLRQHU�
might have a better idea of what a teacher-librarian does. And be awed.  
1RZ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WKH�DSSURYHG�2UHJRQ�6FKRRO�/LEUDU\�VWDQGDUGV��WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKLV�DFWLYLW\�LV�WR�RYHUOD\�WKH�
VWDQGDUGV�RQ�WKLV�WDEOH�DQG�¿QG�ZKHUH�WKH�MRE�GHVFULSWLRQ�HOHPHQWV�OLYH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWDQGDUGV��2XU�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�
will not only clearly see how what they are doing already hits the standards, but they’ll be able to clearly identify 
which standard they are hitting with which lesson/activity/task, which standards they might want to enhance, and 
which standards they might suggest we consider for more professional development.  
$OO�LQ�DOO��ZKLOH�WKH�2UHJRQ�6FKRRO�/LEUDU\�VWDQGDUGV�RQ�¿UVW�JODQFH�PLJKW�QRW�KDYH�VHHPHG�DW�DOO�XVHIXO�DW�WKH�FHQWUDO�
RI¿FH�OHYHO��WKH\�PD\�YHU\�ZHOO�EH�WKH�PRVW�XVHIXO�PHDQV�\HW�WR�KHOS�XV�GH¿QH�DQG�RXWOLQH�QH[W�\HDU¶V�SURIHVVLRQDO�
development topics and presentations. Since providing centralized support is part of our stated mission, I’d say that 
from this district’s library services perspective, the Oregon School Library Standards will be a very effective tool.
Susan Stone is a teacher-librarian in Portland Public Schools, and works as the Library Services TOSA for the 
GLVWULFW¶V�,QVWUXFWLRQ��&XUULFXOXP�	�$VVHVVPHQW�GHSDUWPHQW��6KH¶V�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�GLVWULFW�RI¿FH�IRU�HLJKW�\HDUV��DQG�LV�
seriously missing working with students. She is currently OASL’s Membership Chair, and has served in the president 
roles and as Region 4 Representative. She is sweet on school libraries.  Reach her at sstone@pps.net. 

Collaborating to Meet Standards by Amy Richards
7HDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�GR�QRW�ZRUN�LQ�D�YDFXXP��TXLWH�WKH�FRQWUDU\��,Q�RUGHU�WR�PHHW�2UHJRQ�6FKRRO�/LEUDU\�6WDQGDUGV��ZH�
must collaborate with classroom teachers. Collaboration can pose some challenges, but when done well, student learning 
increases and standards are met. 
:H�KDYH�DOO�IDFHG�REVWDFOHV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�FROODERUDWLRQ��)RU�PH��WKH�ELJJHVW�REVWDFOH�LV�WLPH��WLPH�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�
WHDFKHUV��WLPH�WR�SODQ�WRJHWKHU��WLPH�WR�FRRUGLQDWH�WHDFKLQJ�VFKHGXOHV��3UHGHWHUPLQHG�DQG�¿[HG�VFKHGXOHV�FDQ�DOVR�KLQGHU�
collaboration. Another barrier can be teacher desire to collaborate. Some teachers prefer to teach without input from 
others or don’t see the value in collaborating. Although there are obstacles to overcome, collaboration is both imperative 
and rewarding.
+RZ�GR�ZH�¿QG�WKH�WLPH�WR�FROODERUDWH"�7HDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�DUH�H[SHUWV�DW�EHLQJ�ÀH[LEOH��2IWHQ��LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�¿QG�
collaboration time before or after school, during lunch breaks and recesses, or those rare common planning periods. 
2QOLQH�FROODERUDWLRQ�FDQ�DOVR�KHOS�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�¿QGLQJ�WLPH��,�KDYH�IRXQG�*RRJOH�DSSV�WR�EH�H[WUHPHO\�YDOXDEOH�
FROODERUDWLRQ�WRROV��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�D�SK\VLFDO�PHHWLQJ�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VFKHGXOH��,I�VFKHGXOHV�GR�QRW�DOORZ�IRU�FR�WHDFKLQJ��
GH¿QLQJ�ZKLFK�OHVVRQV�ZLOO�EH�WDXJKW�E\�ZKLFK�WHDFKHU��WKHQ�WHDFKLQJ�VHSDUDWHO\��FDQ�ZRUN��:H�FDQQRW�DGG�WLPH�WR�WKH�
clock, but we can be creative in how we use our time.
0DQ\�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�DUH�DVVLJQHG�SUHGHWHUPLQHG�RU�¿[HG�VFKHGXOHV�WKDW�LPSHGH�FROODERUDWLRQ��,I�\RX�KDYH�VXFK�D�
VLWXDWLRQ��FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�ÀH[LELOLW\�DUH�NH\��,I�\RXU�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�LV�UHVLVWDQW�WR�FRPSOHWHO\�ÀH[LEOH�VFKHGXOLQJ��DVN�IRU�D�
¿[HG�ÀH[�K\EULG��3HUKDSV�WKHUH�LV�RQH�¿[HG�SHULRG�SHU�FODVV�HDFK�ZHHN�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�VFKHGXOH�LV�ÀH[LEOH��,I�D�¿[HG�
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schedule is mandated, work with those teachers who enjoy true collaboration to work within that schedule. You might 
VXJJHVW�FR�WHDFKLQJ�GXULQJ�D�¿[HG�SHULRG�RU�VSOLWWLQJ�WKH�FODVV��6FKHGXOLQJ�FDQ�EH�WULFN\��VR�DGYRFDWH�IRU�\RXU�SURJUDP�
DQG�¿QG�FUHDWLYH�VROXWLRQV��
Collaboration is based on relationships, and, just as in life, some relationships develop with more ease than others. There 
are ways to collaborate at lower levels with teachers who are resistant. Using our innate research and detective skills is a 
NH\�WR�¿QGLQJ�RXW�ZKHUH�ZH�FDQ�DSSO\�ORZHU�OHYHO�FROODERUDWLRQ�PHWKRGV��,I�D�SDUWLFXODU�WHDFKHU�LV�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WUXH�
FROODERUDWLRQ��¿QG�ZD\V�WR�SDUDOOHO�WHDFK��$VN�VWXGHQWV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�LQ�FODVV��/LVWHQ�DQG�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�
during lunch in the faculty room. Read teachers’ online newsletters, blogs, and websites. Once you have gathered some 
information, plan your lessons to parallel what is being taught in the classroom. Although it is not true collaboration, it 
can make your lessons more meaningful for students.

When our second grade teacher emailed me asking for fairy tales, I didn’t just pull books and send 
WKHP�WR�KHU�FODVVURRP��,�VWDUWHG�D�GLDORJ�WR�¿QG�RXW�PRUH��,�DVNHG�ZKDW�KHU�SODQ�ZDV�IRU�WKH�IDLU\�
tales, and I offered to collaborate on teaching her fairy tale unit. We met after school to discuss the 
goals of the unit and come up with a plan. I came to the meeting with a list of standards we could 
meet, including Oregon School Library Standards and CCSS ELA Standards, and some ideas for 
lessons. The teacher was thrilled that I had done my homework, and a collaborative unit was born. 
)LQGLQJ�WLPH�WR�FR�WHDFK�ZDV�FKDOOHQJLQJ��VR�ZH�FOHDUO\�GH¿QHG�RXU�UROHV��7KLV�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�IURP�
our unit plan:

Week 5-Sequencing

Library:�$VN�VWXGHQWV�ZKDW�³VHTXHQFH�RI�HYHQWV´�PHDQV��6ROLFLW�WKH�DQVZHU��³WKH�RUGHU�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ�´�
Tell students to pay close attention to the sequence of the story. Read aloud The Gingerbread Man by Eric Kimmel. 
Randomly write the names of the characters the gingerbread encounters during the story. Ask students to put the 
characters in sequence.
Classroom: Read aloud Three Billygoats Gruff��'LVFXVV�VHTXHQFH�XVLQJ�VHTXHQFLQJ�YRFDEXODU\��¿UVW��QH[W��WKHQ��ODVW��
etc). Create a sequencing chart by folding paper in quarters. Starting with the title and ending with the conclusion, 
¿OO�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�VL[�ER[HV�ZLWK�HYHQWV�LQ�VHTXHQFH��:ULWH��±��VHQWHQFHV�DQG�LOOXVWUDWH�HDFK�HYHQW�
Differentiation: Based on writing readiness levels: Draw and write 1 sentence per section, draw and write 2–3 
VHQWHQFHV�SHU�VHFWLRQ��RU�GUDZ�DQG�ZULWH��±��PRUH�FRPSOH[�VHQWHQFHV�SHU�VHFWLRQ�

We continuously communicate during lunch and via email regarding what is 
working, where we are in the unit, and any challenges we are having. This 
unit was the beginning of a more open and collaborative relationship that 
EHQH¿WV�ERWK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�XV��DV�WHDFKHUV�
Another way I have found to collaborate is to offer to co-teach an elective 
FRXUVH��7KH�VL[WK�JUDGH�WHDFKHU�DQG�,�ZHUH�ERWK�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�LQWHJUDWLQJ�PRUH�
literature into the core middle school curriculum. Instead of imposing more 
on the core teachers, we teach a one trimester literature integration course for 
each of our 6TH–8TH grade social studies classes. We focus on the OSLIBS   
and CCSS ELA, while the core teacher focuses on the social studies standards. 
Currently, we teach an 8TH grade unit on women’s roles in the Revolutionary 
War, incorporating Soldier’s Secret: The Story of Deborah Sampson�E\�6KHLOD�6RORPRQ�.ODVV��D��TH grade unit on 
medieval Europe, incorporating Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!: Voices from a Medieval Village�E\�/DXUD�$P\�6FKOLW]��
and a 6TH�JUDGH�XQLW�RQ�DQFLHQW�*UHHFH��LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�D�P\ULDG�RI�P\WKRORJ\�WH[WV��)RU�WKHVH�FRXUVHV��ZH�SODQ��WHDFK��DQG�
assess in collaboration. Our collaboration does not stop at this. Because we have developed a collegial relationship, we 
collaborate on a regular basis on many other projects and units.
Collaboration is the key to meeting the Oregon School Library Standards and the core curriculum standards. Teacher-
librarians can use a variety of methods to facilitate collaboration. Through collaboration, we develop effective teaching 
relationships and improve student learning.
Amy Richards is the Teacher-librarian at St. John Fisher School in Portland and the OASL Scholarship chair. She is 
passionate about collaboration and loves to share ideas. You can contact her at arichards@sjfschool.org.
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Oregon Library Association presents Distinguished Service Award to 

Peggy Christensen, teacher librarian at Marshfield High School

The Oregon Library Association (OLA) presented its 2015 Distinguished Service Award to Peggy Christensen, teacher 
OLEUDULDQ�DW�0DUVK¿HOG�+LJK�6FKRRO��RQ�$SULO���TH, during their annual conference in Eugene, Oregon.    
7KH�'LVWLQJXLVKHG�6HUYLFH�$ZDUG�LV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�DQ�2UHJRQ�/LEUDULDQ�IRU�H[FHSWLRQDO�VHUYLFH�RYHU�WKHLU�FDUHHU�DQG�
&KULVWHQVHQ�KDV�KDG�DQ�H[HPSODU\�FDUHHU�VHUYLQJ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDFXOW\��DQG�UHDFKLQJ�EH\RQG�KHU�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW��WR�WKH�VWDWH�
of Oregon. 
The Association recognized Christensen’s efforts at the local and state level.  She has served on the Oregon Association 
of School Libraries (OASL) Board of Directors for many years and actively participates in the library community, giving 
presentations and writing best practice articles. She was the guiding force behind the revision of Oregon School Library 
Standards.  She actively participated in the writing and development of the standards and led the outreach and advocacy 
efforts to gain adoption by the Oregon Department of Education. These new standards mean that administrators and 
educators can use them to build their library programs, evaluate teacher librarians, assist in hiring decisions and help 
GH¿QH�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�&RQWLQXRXV�,PSURYHPHQW�3ODQ��7KH\�FDQ�DOVR�EH�XVHG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�HTXLW\�DQG�HTXDOLW\�RI�
library instruction, with the result that students throughout Oregon are supported and gain the skills necessary to be 
college and career ready in the 21ST century. 
%XW��KHU�HIIRUWV�DUH�QRW�MXVW�VWDWH�ZLGH��$W�0DUVK¿HOG�+LJK�VKH�GHYHORSHG�WKH�³3LUDWH�8QGHUJURXQG´�SURJUDP��D�YLVLRQDU\�
DIWHU�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�WKDW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�UHDFKHV�RXW�WR�VWXGHQWV�QRW�LQYROYHG�LQ�DQ\�RWKHU�DIWHU�VFKRRO�DFWLYLW\��,W�KDV�EHHQ�
very successful and entices students to love reading and the library. Her students are supported in their educational 
endeavors. 
Christensen has served OLA, OASL, its members, and the Oregon Community for many years and for this we say: Thank 
You, Peggy Christensen, Oregon Library Association Distinguished Service Award winner, 2015.   

&RQJUDWXODWLRQV��3HJJ\�

Oregon Library Association presents the Library Supporter of the Year 

Award to Dawn Prochovnic, Debbie Plawner, and Mitzi Sandman

The Oregon Library Association presented the 2015 Library Supporter of the 
Year Award to Dawn Prochovnic, Debbie Plawner, and Mitzi Sandman. The 
Library Supporter of the Year Award is presented to an Oregonian or a group of 
2UHJRQLDQV�IRU�H[FHSWLRQDO�HIIRUW�WR�VXSSRUW�DQG�SURPRWH�OLEUDULHV����
The Association recognized Prochovnic, Plawner, and Sandman at its annual 
FRQIHUHQFH�DW�WKH�(XJHQH�+LOWRQ�RQ�$SULO���TH. These three women formed 
School Libraries Matter: Beaverton and have worked tirelessly to communicate 
the necessity of teacher librarians in the schools. They have done so with an 
approach that’s based in research, showing the impact of strong school libraries 
on student learning and one that’s based in story, illustrating all the wonderful 
things teacher librarians bring to students. They have been successful in creating 
a strong parent movement in Beaverton that advocates for teacher librarians. 
Their efforts have successfully brought school libraries into the spotlight for the 
district’s decision makers.   
Library supporters like Prochovnic, Plawner, and Sandman make the difference in 
libraries throughout Oregon and their efforts are appreciated.  
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�'DZQ��'HEELH�DQG�0LW]L�

Dawn Prochovnic
and Peggy Christensen
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Jann Tankersley Honored with Walt Morey Award by Ruth Murray

,�DP�VR�H[FLWHG�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKDW�-DQQ�7DQNHUVOH\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�:DOW�0RUH\�$ZDUG�IRU�
outstanding contribution to children and reading. She received the award for creating 
The Beverly Cleary Children’s Choice Award. Over 20,000 children have participated 
since the award’s creation. I had the honor of introducing her at the Oregon Book 
Awards on April 13 with this speech. 
“Most of you in this group will know how important it is to establish a love of reading 
at a young age. Reading well and loving it is so vital to the success of our children. 
-DQQ�7DQNHUVOH\�KDV�SOD\HG�D�PDMRU�UROH�LQ�LQÀXHQFLQJ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�ORYH�UHDGLQJ�

'XULQJ�DQ�2UHJRQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�6FKRRO�/LEUDULHV�ERDUG�PHHWLQJ�LQ�������-DQQ�SUHVHQWHG�D�WHUUL¿F�LGHD��$�FKLOGUHQ¶V�
choice award, an award where the books and the winners are actually chosen by children. That type of award, had 
H[LVWHG�IRU�ERRNV�DW�YDULRXV�UHDGLQJ�OHYHOV²ZH�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�FKRLFH�DZDUGV�IRU�SLFWXUH�ERRNV��FKDSWHU�ERRNV�DQG�
YA books, but there was no recognition for early chapter books for emerging readers. Jann’s idea was to establish 
an award and pursue naming it the Beverly Cleary Children’s Choice Award. Ms. Cleary, an Oregon native, is an 
author of many early chapter books and was the perfect choice for the Oregon children’s book award. We were all 
HQWKXVLDVWLF�DERXW�WKH�LGHD��'XULQJ�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�PRQWKV��-DQQ�FRQWDFWHG�%HYHUO\�&OHDU\�KHUVHOI��KHU�SHUVHYHUDQFH�
paid off. We were thrilled when Ms. Cleary gave permission to use her name in connection with the award.
Now, children may vote each spring for their favorite title from the list of nominated books. The winning title is 
announced on Beverly Cleary’s birthday, April 12. By the way, this year was Ms. Cleary’s 99TH birthday.
Jann is a long-time OASL member and retired library teacher at Dayton Elementary School. She continued to work 
IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�RQ�WKH�DZDUG�FRPPLWWHH��7KH�VFKRRO�OLEUDU\�FRPPXQLW\�LV�H[WUHPHO\�H[FLWHG�DW�KHU�ZHOO�GHVHUYHG�
UHFRJQLWLRQ��-DQQ�KDV�LQÀXHQFHG�VR�PDQ\�RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�ORYH�UHDGLQJ�´
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV��-DQQ��
Ruth Murray was a long time teacher librarian who moved on to teach library endorsement classes at PSU. She will 
be retiring from PSU this June. You can reach her at murrayr@pdx.edu.

The OSLIBS – Writing Them, Adopting Them, Mapping Them

by Peggy Christensen

³:KDW�LV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�OLWHUDF\"�,W�LV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�¿QG��HYDOXDWH��XVH�DQG�SURGXFH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
effectively and ethically. Why is it important for students to learn these skills? As of June 6th 
������&11�0RQH\�UHSRUWHG�WKDW��³7KH�,QWHUQHW�QRZ�KDV�����WULOOLRQ�WULOOLRQ�WULOOLRQ�DGGUHVVHV�´�
'RHV�DQ\RQH�NQRZ�KRZ�PDQ\�]HURHV�WKDW�LV"�����DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�:ROIUDP�$OSKD�VHDUFK���:LWK�WKH�
ever-increasing tsunami of available information, students now more than ever need to learn how 
to identify the best information resources, sort through that information, evaluate it for bias and 
UHOLDELOLW\�DQG�V\QWKHVL]H�LW�LQWR�WKHLU�RZQ�ZRUN�´

https://ola.memberclicks.net/assets/OASL/documents/Interchange/interchangewinter12-13.pdf
Does the above paragraph look familiar? It should. It was taken from an open letter Jenny Takeda shared in the winter 
2013 issue of Interchange as well as in other publications and forums. It is articulations like Jenny’s that keep us 
trained on the work we do. Some of that work has been in the area of re-writing the Oregon School Library Standards 
(OSLIBS)
7KH�2UHJRQ�6FKRRO�/LEUDU\�6WDQGDUGV�GH¿QH�DFDGHPLF�OLEUDU\�OHDUQLQJ�JRDOV�IRU�.±���VFKRROV��$V�ZLWK�PRVW�VWDQGDUGV��
the library standards were crafted with the purpose of establishing the structure on which a comprehensive library 
program is built. Along with the standards are a set of indicators that articulate the relationship to the standards. The 
indicators provide direction as to what the skills should be, therefore establishing a basis of student achievements and 
assessments.

 continued…
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On January 22, 2015 the Oregon State Board of Education unanimously voted to adopt the standards.  Other people, 
including Oregon State School Library Consultant, Jen Maurer, have written about the standard’s adoption and 
information is available on the OSLIBS website, as well.
https://sites.google.com/site/oregonschoollibrarystandards/
Although the adoption is just one step in the long journey to help strengthen library instruction in Oregon schools, it is 
QRW�ZLWKRXW�VLJQL¿FDQFH��7KH�DGRSWLRQ�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�WKDW�LW�JDYH�IXHO�WR�WKH�HIIRUWV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�DOVR�ZRUNLQJ�WR�
SURYLGH�DQVZHUV�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�SRVHG�E\�-HQQ\�7DNHGD��³:K\�DUH�WKHVH�VNLOOV�LPSRUWDQW"´
One of the hallmarks of the library standards is that they are a framework for instruction. Eventually, grade level 
platforms of library skills will be articulated. This articulation will establish a horizontal alignment of skills that are 
comparable to those taught in other school libraries around the state. But, before that is accomplished, there is other 
work to be done.
7KH�QH[W�VWHS�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�26/,%�FRPPLWWHH�LV�WDVNHG�LV�WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI�GLVSRVLWLRQV�WKDW�SURYLGH�D�ORQJLWXGLQDO�
view of the grade-level skills students should be developing, internalizing, and applying at each step of their academic 
H[SHULHQFH��+DYLQJ�WKHVH�LQ�SODFH�ZLOO�HVWDEOLVK�D�EDVH�RQ�ZKLFK�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�UHODWLRQDO�PHDVXUHPHQWV�DUH�
constructed. The data will reveal the degree to which the skills being taught are also being learned.
So what do these library skills look like? That is the question the library standards committee will need to answer.  The 
FRPPLWWHH�ZLOO�EH�H[SORULQJ�DQG�GH¿QLQJ�VNLOO�VHWV�E\�JUDGH�OHYHO�DV�ZHOO�DV�ZKHUH�WKHVH�VNLOOV�¿W�LQ�WKH�FRQWLQXXP�
of student instruction and achievement. But, it is not as though they will be starting from scratch. There are many 
PRGHOV�DOUHDG\�RXW�WKHUH�WKDW�SURYLGH�GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�DUWLFXODWLRQ���6RPH�RI�WKRVH�H[HPSODU�PRGHOV�H[LVW�LQ�RXU�RZQ�VWDWH��
including the Beaverton district where Jenny Takeda serves as one of the district librarians.
Where is all of this going? There are those who believe the quality of instruction is equal to the quantity of time 
GHYRWHG�WR�WHDFKLQJ�LW��7KDW�FRXOG�EH�GHEDWHG��%XW�PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�QHHG�H[SOLFLW�H[SODQDWLRQV�DQG�PXOWLSOH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
WR�HQJDJH�LQ�FRPSOH[�WDVNV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�LQWHUQDOL]H�WKH�VNLOOV�UHODWHG�WR�LW��2QFH�WKHVH�VNLOOV�KDYH�EHFRPH�LQWHUQDOL]HG��
they can be applied to new learning situations. Ultimately that is what we are aiming for. We want students to be able 
to call upon skill sets that they apply to unique situations beyond the library classroom.
Instruction and achievement are the bailiwick of a teacher-librarian. The instructor is schooled in the art of not only 
providing instruction—to a myriad of students representing all kinds of unique learning needs—but measuring whether 
VNLOOV�WDXJKW�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�VNLOOV�OHDUQHG��:KHUH�WKH�DQVZHU�LV�³1R��PD\EH��VRUW�RI´��UH�WHDFKLQJ�QHHGV�WR�WDNH�SODFH�
What about assessment? That question is going to take a lot of concentrated thought and coordination to answer.  But 
the answers are not beyond reach—not in the digital age. Most school librarians are not assigned classes of students. 
They work with and instruct classes of students, but that is different from having sole responsibility for learning 
outcomes of those students. At a minimum, assessment of library skills implies collaboration and cooperation with 
the classroom teacher. They are the ones who will be in the position of sharing their students and assessing their work. 
%XW��DWWHQWLRQ�QHHGV�WR�EH�SDLG�WR�WKH�FRRSHUDWLYH�H[FKDQJH�RI�GXWLHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQ�
and the classroom teacher. Perhaps individual student assessments could be conducted by the teacher, if the instruction 
and measuring tools are taken on by the teacher-librarian. Maybe student achievement could be assessed within the 
framework of standardized tests. Maybe assessments for teacher-librarians should be project-based and student-based 
assessments should be left solely to the classroom teacher.
There are many questions. Perhaps the most important is the one posed by Jenny Takeda, “Why is it important for 
VWXGHQWV�WR�OHDUQ�WKHVH�VNLOOV"´��7KH�DQVZHUV�DUH�PDQ\��VRPH�RI�WKHVH�SURYLGHG�E\�-HQQ\��7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH�WKURXJKRXW�
all of this, however, is student achievement. As teacher-librarians well know, library skills are foundational skills 
QHHGHG�IRU�³OLIH´�VXFFHVV�LQ�D�GHPRFUDWLF�VRFLHW\���-XVW�EHFDXVH�WKH�WDVN�LV�GDXQWLQJ��GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�LW�VKRXOG�EH�OHIW�
XQGRQH��$V�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV��ZH�KDYH�D�GXW\�WR�SOD\�D�UROH�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�RXU�VWXGHQWV��DV�OLEUDU\�SURIHVVLRQDOV��
we have a responsibility to work for equity for to all.
3HJJ\�&KULVWHQVHQ�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQ�DW�0DUVK¿HOG�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ�&RRV�%D\��25�IRU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV���
6KH�DOVR�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�'LVWULFW�/LEUDULDQ�IRU�DOO�RI�WKH�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRROV��)URP�����±�����VKH�VHUYHG�RQ�D�/67$�
committee that wrote the Oregon School Library Standards. When that committee termed out, she was appointed chair 
of the standards committee which was made a standing committee of the Oregon Association of School Libraries. You 
FDQ�UHDFK�KHU�DW�3HJJ\&#FRRV�ED\�N���RU�XV
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Social Media Tools for Meeting the Oregon School Library 

Standards by Gillian Grimm

As Susan Stone points out in her article )URP�D�'LVWULFW�2I¿FH�3RLQW�RI�9LHZ��2UHJRQ�6FKRRO�
Library Standards, the content of the new Oregon School Library Standards isn’t new. The 
skills they lay out are the very skills teacher-librarians have been teaching for years. But the 
FOHDU��ZHOO�WKRXJK�RXW�DQG�XQL¿HG�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�6WDQGDUGV�RSHQ�XS�D�QHZ�HUD�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
of library instructional programs, one in which we all have the same guideposts and goals 
IRU�WKLV�DQG�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�OHDUQHUV��$QG�ZLWK�WKHVH�QHZO\�VROLGL¿HG�JRDOV�FRPHV�WKH�
need for wider collaboration, not just with teachers in our school, but also with each other—

teacher-librarians both across the state and across the country. 
At the recent OASL Spring Region 1& 4 Conference in Wilsonville, I mentioned my hunt for new ideas for my 
middle school technology classes during the EdCamp session. One of my fellow group members recommended 
MRLQLQJ�7ZLWWHU�DV�D�ZD\�WR�H[SDQG�P\�WHFK�OHVVRQ�KRUL]RQ��
0\�¿UVW�WKRXJKW�ZDV�³8JK��QRW�7ZLWWHU�´�,¶YH�QHYHU�EHHQ�PXFK�RI�D�IDQ�RI�WKH�DSS��SUREDEO\�EHFDXVH�,¶P�WRR�
wordy to keep my thoughts and comments to 140 characters. But instead of following my gut reaction, I stopped 
WR�OLVWHQ�WR�KHU�UHDVRQLQJ��DQG�KHU�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�XVLQJ�7ZLWWHU�DV�D�WRRO�IRU�LQVSLULQJ�JUHDW�WHFK�OHVVRQV�LQ�WKH�
library. And that night, I joined Twitter. 
,�ZRQ¶W�FODLP�WR�EH�DQ�H[SHUW�DW�WKH�OLWWOH�EOXH�ELUG��P\�WZHHWV�VWLOO�QXPEHU�LQ�WKH�VLQJOH�GLJLWV��%XW�P\�OLVW�RI�LGHDV�
FXOOHG�IURP�WKH�KDVKWDJV�RI�7ZLWWHU�KDV�JURZQ�H[SRQHQWLDOO\��DQG�,�QRZ�VHH�LW�IRU�WKH�FROODERUDWLYH�WRRO�WKDW�LW�FDQ�EH��
Social media is the way to close the miles between librarians, both across the city and across the country. It can 
lighten the burden on our plates by allowing us to work as one huge collaborative mind, to 
build ideas upon ideas and make our libraries the learning hubs that they should be.  It offers 
D�QHZ�IRUP�RI�FROODERUDWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�VHHQ�EHIRUH��$QG�LW¶V�WKH�SHUIHFW�SODFH�WR�¿QG�
inspiration to meet the Oregon School Library Standards. 
So let’s take a look at a few Social Media options and see how they can help us teach and 
reinforce the Oregon School Library Standards. 
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Twitter

:KHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RX�DUH�D�PDVWHU�RI�WKH�SHUIHFW��SLWK\�����FKDUDFWHU�UHPDUN��7ZLWWHU�RIIHUV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�FKDQFH�
to connect with other teacher-librarians around the country. It could be a one time sharing of lesson plans, 
inspirations, and ideas, or it could be an ongoing conversation with likeminded educators on the other side of the 
ZRUOG��(YHQ�LI�\RX�QHYHU�VHQG�RXW�D�VLQJOH�WZHHW��DOWKRXJK�\RX�SUREDEO\�ZLOO²LW¶V�SUHWW\�LQIHFWLRXV���7ZLWWHU�LV�D�
treasure trove of ideas for your library.  Start the conversation, even if you’re just there to read along, with some 
ed-friendly hashtags like #edchat, #techchat, #tlchat, and #ORedchat. 
Youtube

5HPHPEHU�³7KHUH¶V�DQ�$SS�IRU�7KDW�´"�:HOO��LW�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�³7KHUH¶V�D�<RX7XEH�9LGHR�IRU�7KDW�´��*UDQWHG��
it’s not as catchy, but boy is it true. YouTube is a great resource for learning how to do just about anything. Want 
WR�PDNH�D�UHDOLVWLF�IDX[�WUHH�IRU�\RXU�1DWLRQDO�3RHWU\�0RQWK�3RHW�WUHH"�7KHUH¶V�D�YLGHR�IRU�WKDW��/RRNLQJ�IRU�ZD\V�
to incorporate those cool new Makey-Makey gadgets into your tech program? Yep, there’s a video for that as well. 
Book trailers, how-to videos, school library channels… YouTube offers a wealth of information geared toward 
teaching and meeting the Oregon School Library Standards. 
Pinterest

,I�\RX�DUHQ¶W�RQ�3LQWHUHVW��\RX¶UH�PLVVLQJ�RXW�RQ�DQ�DOPRVW�HQGOHVV�VXSSO\�RI�LGHDV��3DUW�VFUDSERRN��SDUW�LGHD�¿OH��
this social bookmarking site has a tremendous number of lesson plans, creative ideas and book suggestions just 
ZDLWLQJ�WR�LQVSLUH�\RX�DQG�\RXU�VWXGHQWV��7KHUH�DUH�WRQV�RI�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�DOUHDG\�XVLQJ�3LQWHUHVW�DQG�¿QGLQJ�
and following them is as easy as clicking that little red button. But Pinterest is more than just a bank of ideas, 
it’s also a fantastic tool to curate content such as reading lists and book trailers and student work. Because you 
are able to create and organize your own Pinboards however you want, it’s easy to tailor it to your own library’s 
needs.
*LOOLDQ�*ULPP�LV�WKH�/LEUDU\�$VVLVWDQW�DW�6XQQ\VLGH�(QYLURQPHQWDO�6FKRRO�LQ�3RUWODQG�DQG�LV�¿QLVKLQJ�KHU�
Library Media Endorsement at Portland State University. She can be reached at ggrimm@pps.net and on Twitter 
at @sunny_librarian

Our Standards Reflected in a Civil Rights Unit by Nancy Sullivan

,�KDYH�HPEDUNHG�RQ�P\�1DWLRQDO�%RDUG�&HUWL¿FDWLRQ��DQG�KDYLQJ�WKH�2UHJRQ�6FKRRO�/LEUDU\�
6WDQGDUGV�WR�UHIHU�WR�DQG�OHJLWLPL]H�RXU�ZRUN�LV�IRXQGDWLRQDO��)RU�P\�¿UVW�RI�IRXU�FRPSRQHQWV��,�DP�
collaborating with a social studies teacher on a 10th grade US History civil rights unit. There are 
four sections of this class with about 30 students per section. The students range in ability, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status, levels of outside support, Academic Priority status, language of origin, and 
PRUH��7KLV�LV�D�VL[�ZHHN�XQLW�DQG�ZH�DUH�RQO\�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�LQ�DW�WKLV�ZULWLQJ��7KH�VRFLDO�VWXGLHV�
WHDFKHU�KDV�FRYHUHG�FRQWHQW�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�LQFOXGLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�HYHQWV��LPSRUWDQW�SHRSOH��KRZ�WR�
read a political cartoon, and activist music of the era, with more to come. 

For my part, I am covering all aspects of research and information skills within the scope of this unit. I am introducing 
WKHVH�VRSKRPRUHV�WR�WKH�VL[�VWHSV�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFK�SURFHVV��:RUNLQJ�LQ�VPDOO�JURXSV��VWXGHQWV�GLG�D�MLJVDZ�DFWLYLW\�RI�WKH�
VL[�VWHSV�WR�EXLOG�NQRZOHGJH�WRJHWKHU��,�KDYH�WKLV�DFWLYLW\�WR�VKDUH��&RQWDFW�PH����,W�ZHQW�ZHOO�DQG�ZKLOH�FLUFXODWLQJ�WKH�
tables during the activity, I could identify which student students needed more scaffolding. One of our challenges in 
DFWLYDWLQJ�SULRU�NQRZOHGJH�LV�WKDW�����RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�WKLV�VHPHVWHU�IRU�WKLV�XQLW�ZHUH�QRW�RXU�VWXGHQWV�
LQ�WKH�IDOO��:H�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�WUDQVLHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�WKDW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WR�WU\�WR�¿QG�ZD\V�WR�GHDO�ZLWK��,�
can post materials on the library website but it’s just not the same as being present for instruction.
We then moved on to activating previous knowledge of MLA format. Rubrics were introduced in October and they 
SUDFWLFHG�RQ�ERWK�PRGHOV�DQG�D�SUHYLRXV�HVVD\�RI�WKHLU�RZQ��7KH\�ZHUH�WROG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�QH[W�
research paper would be scored for MLA format, including header, body, parenthetical citations, and a complete works 
cited page. We will continue to scaffold these skills in a number of ways. Formatting information and models are posted 

 continued…
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near all the computers in the library, on the walls of classrooms, in computer labs, and in each student’s planner. We 
covered a reminder of the previous lesson. Students have been provided a rubric and will be scored on these MLA skills at 
the conclusion of this unit.
7KH�HVVHQWLDO�TXHVWLRQ�IRU�WKH�XQLW�LV�³:KDW�LV�D�ODVWLQJ�LPSDFW�RI�WKH�&LYLO�5LJKWV�0RYHPHQW"´�6WXGHQWV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�
to be able to incorporate both their learning about the history of the Civil Rights Movement and contemporary issues 
DQG�VWDNHKROGHU�JURXSV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�DIIHFWHG�E\�RU�DUH�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQW¶V�VLJQL¿FDQW�SOD\HUV�DQG�HYHQWV��,�DP�
teaching students to access academic research databases provided by our state library information system, OSLIS. The 
pacing of the unit has been affected by multiple challenges including but not limited to an earthquake drill, a late opening, 
DVVHPEOLHV��VSRWW\�WHFKQRORJ\�DFFHVV��VSULQJ�VSRUWLQJ�HYHQWV��¿HOG�WULSV��LOOQHVV��DQG�PRUH��
Working in groups of four, students will create a news magazine that answers their essential question. The members of 
each group (similar to Lit Circles or Inquiry Circles, if you are familiar with those) are: Graphic Artist, Layout Artist, 
Lead Reporter, and Managing Editor. Students are given rubrics and checklists to keep them on track with their work 
throughout the course of the three week unit. We found that some students who had trouble focusing during traditional 
instruction were able to reign in their energy and work with their group to complete the tasks needed to be successful. 
Students were also given choice in what role they played and which contemporary topics they researched.
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�XQLW��ZH�ZLOO�KRVW�D�JDOOHU\�ZDON�LQ�WKH�OLEUDU\�DQG�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�FRPSOHWH�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�UHÀHFWLRQ��D�
JURXS�UHÀHFWLRQ��DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SHHU�IHHGEDFN��DV�ZHOO�DV�UHFHLYH�WKHLU�DVVLJQHG�FRQWHQW�JUDGH�IURP�WKHLU�FODVVURRP�
WHDFKHU�DQG�WKHLU�UHVHDUFK�VNLOOV�JUDGH�IURP�PH��WKHLU�VFKRRO�OLEUDULDQ��7KH�HYDOXDWLRQV�ZLOO�UHÀHFW�ERWK�SURGXFW�DQG�
process. We will use all of the feedback and notes we took this year to improve the unit to teach in future years. 
The Oregon School Library Standards which will be addressed during the course of this unit include: 
LIB 1.1.A     Follow an inquiry-based process to seek knowledge
LIB 1.1.B    Apply prior knowledge to new learning
LIB 1.1.G    Read, view and listen to information in a variety of formats
LIB 1.1.H    Collaborate to broaden and deepen understanding
LIB 1.2.A    Analyze and evaluate information to draw conclusions and make informed decisions
/,%�����'����&ROODERUDWH�ZLWK�RWKHUV�WR�H[FKDQJH�LGHDV��GHYHORS�QHZ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV��PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�VROYH�SUREOHPV
LIB 1.2.E    Reach and defend informed conclusions based on best evidence
LIB 1.2.F     Evaluate the effectiveness of the skills and tools used to create new knowledge
LIB 1.3.B    Use appropriate tools to create and share new work
LIB 1.3.C     Collaborate with others to create original products and share new understanding
/,%�����'����5HÀHFW�RQ�D�SURGXFW¶V�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�LQ�H[SUHVVLQJ�DQG�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�QHZ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ
LIB 2.1.F     Read to seek multiple points of view and a global perspective
LIB 2.2.A    Read, listen to, view and integrate information to build background knowledge
/,%�����%����'HPRQVWUDWH�UHDGLQJ�IRU�PHDQLQJ��HYDOXDWLQJ�HYLGHQFH��¿QGLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�LGHD�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ�GHWDLOV��IRUP�� �
 opinions and draw conclusions
LIB 2.2.C    Read to evaluate history, current events and personal decisions
/,%�����(�����'HPRQVWUDWH�UHVLOLHQFH��SHUVHYHUDQFH�DQG�VWDPLQD�ZKHQ�UHDGLQJ�D�YDULHW\�RI�WH[WV
LIB 3.1.C     Practice accuracy and consider bias when sharing information
LIB 3.2.A    Consider a variety of balanced and authoritative sources 
LIB 3.2.B    Generate accurate source citations and respect copyright law
LIB 3.2.C    Respect the intellectual property of others when gathering, presenting or publishing information to avoid   
 plagiarism
LIB 3.3.C    Demonstrate responsible citizenship in use of library materials and resources
1DQF\�6XOOLYDQ�LV�WKH�����±�����2$6/�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�DQG�WKH�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQ�DW�0DGLVRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�LQ�3RUWODQG��
Oregon. Email is the best way to reach her: nsullivan.pdx@gmail.com. See resources for the unit mentioned here:
https://sites.google.com/site/madisonhslibrary/class-connections/alonso
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Addressing the OASL Standards Through Action Research

by Erin Fitzpatrick-Bjorn and Susan Robertson

In the summer of 2014, Portland Public Schools provided a grant opportunity for teachers to do an action research 
project focused on culture and creating culturally-responsive curriculum. The grant was originally created for 
teams of teachers from one school to work together, but we (Erin, Susan, and a third librarian, Alicia Hazen) 
asked to take it in a different direction and work as a team of librarians, creating a unit that could be used in 
any school library. We were accepted to participate in the program, joining about 15 teaching teams from other 
PPS schools. As we began formulating our action research project, we narrowed our focus to two fundamental 
TXHVWLRQV��)LUVW��GRHV�FKRRVLQJ�D�WH[W�ZKHUH�D�VWXGHQW�LGHQWL¿HV�ZLWK�D�FKDUDFWHU¶V�FXOWXUH�LQFUHDVH�UHDGLQJ�
engagement, understanding and/or empathy of his or her own cultural identity and the identity of others? And 
second, would student use of technology to collaborate with peers increase reading engagement, understanding 
and/or empathy of his or her own cultural identity and the identity of others? 
We created a series of lessons that we each utilized a little bit differently in our own libraries, all focused on 
H[SORULQJ�FXOWXUH�DQG�FXOWXUDO�LGHQWLW\��:H�KDG�VWXGHQWV�WDON�DERXW�DQG�ZULWH�SRHWU\�H[SORULQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�FXOWXUDO�
identity. We asked them to compare their cultural identity with that of others in the class. We looked at cultures 
around the world via the book Hungry Planet: What the World Eats. The students also practiced using the OPAC 
WR�¿QG�ERRNV�LQ�WKHLU�VFKRRO�OLEUDULHV�WKDW�UHÀHFWHG�FKDUDFWHUV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�FXOWXUHV��)LQDOO\��ZH�KDG�VWXGHQWV�OHDUQ�
about and participate in the #weneeddiversebookscampaign on Twitter. These lessons and materials are available 
in more detail at: https://sites.google.com/site/mrsfbslibrary/-weneeddiversebooks.  Please feel free to use the 
OHVVRQV�DQG�LGHDV�7KURXJK�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�XQLW��ZKLFK�ODVWHG�DERXW��±��ZHHNV�GXULQJ�¿[HG�VFKHGXOH�OLEUDU\�
visits), we were able to address quite a few of the OASL Library Standards. 
LIB 1.1.B Apply prior knowledge to new learning
/,%�����'� &ROODERUDWH�ZLWK�RWKHUV�WR�H[FKDQJH�LGHDV��GHYHORS�QHZ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJV��PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�VROYH�� �
 problems
LIB 1.3.C Collaborate with others to create original products and share new understanding
LIB 2.1.F Read to seek multiple points of view and a global perspective
/,%�����%� ,GHQWLI\��UHÀHFW�XSRQ�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�ZRUNV�ZKLFK�H[HPSOLI\�WKH�KXPDQ�H[SHULHQFH
/,%�����'� ([SORUH�WH[W�WR�WH[W��WH[W�WR�VHOI��DQG�WH[W�WR�ZRUOG�FRQQHFWLRQV
LIB 2.3.B Contribute to a reading and learning community
LIB 2.3.C Self-select reading materials from a variety of genres and formats 
/,%�����'� 0DNH�SHUVRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG�ZKHQ�UHDGLQJ�D�YDULHW\�RI�WH[WV
LIB.3.1.A Use appropriate language when communicating with others
LIB.3.3.A Collaborate as members of a social and intellectual community
LIB 4.1.E Collaborate online and in digital environments to broaden and deepen knowledge
LIB 4.2.B Participate in reading and learning communities online 
LIB 4.2.C Use digital tools and resources to self-select reading materials from a variety of genres and formats 
LIB 4.3.A Use appropriate language when communicating with others in digital environments
LIB 4.3.B Participate in and advocate for safe and ethical communication in digital environments
LIB 4.3.D Collaborate as members of social and intellectual digital communities

 continued…
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Objectives & Results: What We Discovered

This action research project made it clear that students are highly engaged when they have access to books that 
UHÀHFW�WKHLU�RZQ�FXOWXUH��DQG�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WKULOOHG�WR�¿QG�ERRNV�WKDW�UHÀHFW�WKHLU�FXOWXUH��,W�LV�DOVR�FOHDU�WKDW�
students are highly engaged in online collaborations with an authentic audience, such as through the Twitter 
activity.  The project raised awareness of limited perspectives as well as biases of past & present publishing trends 
for students and even for us.  We were each given a small amount of money to purchase materials to enhance the 
GLYHUVLW\�RI�RXU�FROOHFWLRQV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�JUDQW�SURMHFW��EXW�¿QGLQJ�DSSURSULDWH�WLWOHV�ZDV�D�FKDOOHQJH�
The comments and tweets from our students below show the power of our OASL standards in action. Conducting 
WKLV�SURMHFW�LQ�WKH�IDOO�JDYH�XV�WKH�DGGHG�EHQH¿W�RI�DOORZLQJ�XV�WR�EXLOG�VWURQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�RXU�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�
endured over the school year. It also helped us build better collections for our students when there were available 
funds to do so.  
Erin Fitzpatrick-Bjorn and Susan Robertson are teacher-librarians in K-8 schools in Portland. They enjoyed 
WDNLQJ�RQ�WKLV�KXJH�SURMHFW�DQG�EUDQG�QHZ�VFKRROV�DOO�DW�RQFH��<RX�FDQ�UHDFK�WKHP�DW�H¿W]SDWULFN#SSV�QHW�RU�
srobertson@pps.net or on Twitter @PPSDiverseBooks

“I like to read books with characters like me because I get 
to know myself better.”—Carlos, 4TH grade

“When I read books with characters who 
are like me I feel like I’m part of the book. 
Sometimes I go into a trance when I read. 
Because I’m reading it and it feels like a 
dream.”—Mijay, 4TH grade

“I like when the characters are 
like me because I can relate to 
what they’re going through and 
it makes me more interested in 
the book.”—Kaylin, 4TH grade
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10,000-hour Experts on Reading Needed!! by Dolores Johnston

Malcolm Gladwell’s contends in his book Outliers   that to succeed in any discipline one 
needs to practice for 10,000 hours. Most teacher-librarians have easily clocked 10,000 
KRXUV�LQ�UHDGLQJ��7KLV�YDVW�UHDGLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�EULQJV�PDMRU�UHDGLQJ�H[SHUWLVH�WR�DQ\�VFKRRO��
+RZHYHU��PRVW�RI�XV�KDYH�YLVLWHG�WKH�¿FWLRQ�ZRUOG�IDU�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ZRUOG��7KLV�
is also likely true for both reading teachers and language arts teachers. Even though science 
and social studies teachers are quite well read in their disciplines, few have read 10,000 
KRXUV�ZRUWK�RI�QRWDEOH�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ERRNV�ZULWWHQ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOWV��:H�DOO�QHHG�WR�

SUDFWLFH�UHDGLQJ�PRUH�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ERRNV�VR�ZH�FDQ�SURPRWH�WKHP�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�
1DUUDWLYH��OLWHUDU\��DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�QRQ¿FWLRQ�EXLOG�YRFDEXODU\�LQ�WKH�YDULRXV�GLVFLSOLQHV��7KH\�VXSSRUW�
background knowledge about the world, and can make us feel mentally alive with new learning. Recently I read 
Candace Fleming’s The Family Romanov and Steve Sheinkin’s 3RUW�&KLFDJR���.  Not only did I feel ‘mentally 
alive’ with new understanding of history, but both books inspired further research on topics for the sheer pleasure 
of knowing even more.  Bless those Common Core developers for bringing educational and literacy focus to 
QRQ¿FWLRQ�UHDGLQJ��&RQWUDU\�WR�SRSXODU�RSLQLRQ��&RPPRQ�&RUH¶V�GHYHORSHUV�GR�ZDQW�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHDG�ERRNV��
2QH�FDQQRW�EXLOG�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�D�WRSLF�E\�UHDGLQJ�VKRUW�H[FHUSWV�IURP�FDQQHG�UHDGLQJ�SURJUDPV���$XWKHQWLF��
DXWKRULWDWLYH��ULFK�DQG�ZRUWK\�QRQ¿FWLRQ�FRPHV�WR�XV�LQ�ERRNV�FRPSRVHG�E\�VNLOOHG�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�ZULWHUV���
7HDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�QHHG�WR�UHDG�DQG�VLQJ�WKH�SUDLVHV�RI�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ERRNV�SURPRWHG�E\�WKH�YDULRXV�GLVFLSOLQHV�LQ�
education, and then feed the enthusiasm by informing  teachers of these quality books. Do not assume teachers in 
the different disciplines know about these quality books. They probably do not.
7HDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�HQGHDYRU�WR�UHDG�QRQ¿FWLRQ�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�EH�WKH�EHVW�RI�WKH�EHVW��7KH\�QHHG�WR�
VKDUH�WKHVH�QRWDEOHV�ZLWK�WKHLU�WHDFKHUV��+HUH�LV�VRPH�RI�WKH�¿QHVW�TXDOLW\�QRQ¿FWLRQ�IURP�VXEMHFW�DUHD�GLVFLSOLQHV�
�� The National Council of the Teachers of English—Orbis Pictus Books —

http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus I thought everyone knew about the Orbis Pictus award. However, I 
ZDV�MXVW�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�WHDFKHUV�DQG�QRQH�ZHUH�DZDUH�RI�WKHVH�¿QH�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ERRNV��2UELV�3LFWXV�
award, honor and recommended books are judged on the criteria of accuracy, organization, design and style. 
7KH�FRPPLWWHH�FKRRVHV�ERRNV�WKDW�PRGHO�H[HPSODU\�H[SRVLWRU\�ZULWLQJ��ZKLFK�VKRXOG�LQVSLUH�PRUH�UHDGLQJ�
DQG�WKLQNLQJ���7KH�WLWOHV�VHOHFWHG�DUH�JHDUHG�IRU�WKH�.±��DXGLHQFH��KRZHYHU��,�EHOLHYH�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�
could learn a great deal of background knowledge from these books. I always read Orbis Pictus books. 

�� The National Council for the Social Studies—Notable Social Studies Trade Books—
http://www.socialstudies.org/notable The criteria used in selecting these books are high literary quality, 
LOOXVWUDWLRQV�WKDW�HQULFK�WH[W��IUHVK�VODQW�RQ�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�WRSLF��DQG�UHDGDEOH�ZLWK�D�SOHDVLQJ�IRUPDW���7KH�
current 2015 annotated list is only available in the organization’s May–June 2015 Social Education journal, 
but it can be found through Academic Search Premier through your local public library or school. OSLIS does 
QRW�KDYH�IXOO�WH[W�RI�WKLV�MRXUQDO�EH\RQG�������7KH�ZHEVLWH�GRHV�VKDUH�WKHLU�QRWDEOH�OLVWV�IURP�SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��
2000 to 2013. Their annotations are very complete, organized by theme and including information on author’s 
QRWHV��VRXUFHV��JORVVDU\��LQGH[��WLPHOLQH�HWF��7KLV�LV�JUHDW�IRU�WHDFKHUV�ZDQWLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�GLIIHUHQW�
WH[W�IHDWXUHV�DQG�EDFN�PDWWHU�IURP�DXWKRU�RU�LOOXVWUDWRU��8QOLNH�WKH�2UELV�3LFWXV�OLVW��WKLV�QRWDEOH�OLVW�LQFOXGHV�
¿FWLRQ��WRR��

�� National Science Teachers Association’s Outstanding Science Trade books—
http://www.nsta.org/publications/ostb/ This organization states that literature is an essential partner with the 
VFLHQFH�VWDQGDUG�IRU�³JDWKHULQJ��GHVFULELQJ��DQG�XVLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUDO�DQG�GHVLJQHG�ZRUOG�V��´�
7KH�FULWHULD�IRU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�DFFXUDF\��FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�WH[WV�FRQYH\�VFLHQFH��
There are brief annotations online for all these notable science books. Online, the lists from 2002 to 2012 
give detailed annotations organized by theme and science discipline including the relevant National Science 
Standard(s). They even include activities and supplemental material. Online, one could peruse the short 
annotated lists for 2013 to 2015. The March Science Teacher 2013–15 organizes the lists by theme/science 
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GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�LQFOXGHV�JUDGH�OHYHO��1DWLRQDO�6FLHQFH�6WDQGDUG��WH[W�IHDWXUHV�VXFK�DV�JORVVDU\��WLPHOLQH��DQG�
LQGH[���$JDLQ��RQH�PXVW�UHWULHYH�WKH�OLVW�WKURXJK�$FDGHPLF�6HDUFK�3UHPLHU��7KHVH�OLVWV�DUH�QLFHO\�RUJDQL]HG�LQ�
a colorful PDF format for printing. 

�� International Reading Association—Notable Books for a Global Society—http://clrsig.org/nbgs.php These 
QRWDEOHV�DUH�ERWK�QRQ¿FWLRQ�DQG�¿FWLRQ��7KH\�VHOHFW�ERRNV�WKDW�SURPRWH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
world’s diverse cultures. Criteria for inclusion are accuracy, richness of detail concerning diverse cultures and 
groups, thoughtful treatment of issues, and appealing format. Their 2015 PDF list is quite colorful with a brief 
VXPPDU\�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�ZULWLQJ�JHQUH��¿FWLRQ��QRQ¿FWLRQ��YHUVH�QRYHO��JUDSKLF�QRYHO��

�� More well known are ALA’s Sibert Award
KWWS���ZZZ�DOD�RUJ�DZDUGVJUDQWV�UREHUW�I�VLEHUW�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�ERRN�PHGDO�DQG�<$/6$¶V�1RQ¿FWLRQ�$ZDUG�
KWWS���ZZZ�DOD�RUJ�\DOVD�QRQ¿FWLRQ�DZDUG���

Okay so the lists have been shared, books have been read. One might wonder what should happen now… 
)LUVW�RI�DOO��WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�PXVW�VKDUH�ZLWK�WHDFKHUV�$SSHQGL[�%�RQ�WKH�&RPPRQ�&RUH�:HEVLWH�
KWWS���ZZZ�FRUHVWDQGDUGV�RUJ�DVVHWV�$SSHQGL[B%�SGI��+HUH�LV�ZKHUH�WKRVH�&RPPRQ�&RUH�GHYHORSHUV�VKDUH�
WH[W�H[HPSODUV��VSHFL¿F�ERRN�WLWOHV��DQG�VDPSOH�SHUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV��7KHUH�DUH�VDPSOH�SHUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV�IRU�
LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[WV�DQG�UHDG�DORXG�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[WV�IRU�DOO�WKH�JUDGH�OHYHOV��2QH�FDQ�HDVLO\�XVH�WKH�TXDOLW\�
QRQ¿FWLRQ�QRWDEOH�ERRNV�IURP�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�GLVFLSOLQHV�XVLQJ�WKH�VXJJHVWHG�SHUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV��6RPH�RI�WKH�
SHUIRUPDQFH�WDVNV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�DGDSWHG�WR�WKH�QRWDEOHV�IURP�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ERRNV�OLVWHG��7KH�IROORZLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�
WDVNV�SURYLGH�VRPH�SRVVLEOH�FKRLFHV�IRU�DGDSWLQJ����WKHUH�DUH�D�]LOOLRQ�PRUH�LQ�$SSHQGL[�%�RI�&&66�
�� Students demonstrate understanding by answering who, what, where, why and how of a historical topic, social 

issue, biography or science topic. 
�� Students state how the author supports the points he/she is making regarding the topic
�� 6WXGHQWV�H[SODLQ�WKH�SXUSRVH�RU�PDLQ�LGHD�RI�WKH�WH[W�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKLQNLQJ�ZLWK�NH\�GHWDLOV�IURP�WKH�WH[W��
�� Students reading a history or biography can describe the cause and effect of certain events on the history or 

subject’s life. 
$OPRVW�DOO�RI�WKH�2XWVWDQGLQJ�6FLHQFH�7UDGH�%RRNV�KDYH�DEXQGDQW�H[DPSOHV�RI�WH[W�IHDWXUHV��2UELV�3LFWXV�DQG�
1RWDEOH�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV�ERRNV�DOVR�FRQWDLQ�PDQ\�H[DPSOHV�RI�WH[W�IHDWXUHV��0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�JDSV�LQ�XVLQJ�
WH[W�IHDWXUHV�WR�KHOS�WKHP�XQGHUVWDQG�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�UHDGLQJ��7KH\�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�WDXJKW�WKH�YDOXH�RI�JUDSKLFV�LQ�
JDLQLQJ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�FRQFHSWV�DQG�YRFDEXODU\��9RFDEXODU\�LV�WUXO\�WKH�FRUH�RI�OLWHUDF\��8VLQJ�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�
QRWDEOH�ERRNV�FDQ�JLYH�WKHP�SUDFWLFH�LQ�XVLQJ�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�WH[W�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�WKHP�
JDLQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU��6FLHQFH�WHDFKHUV�VKRXOG�EH�WHDFKLQJ�WKHVH�WH[W�IHDWXUHV��7KH\�VKRXOG�EH�
UHTXLULQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHDG�QRWDEOH�VFLHQFH�ERRNV�RI�WKHLU�FKRLFH�QRWLQJ�WKH�WH[W�IHDWXUHV�LQ�WKHLU�ERRNV��6RFLDO�
6WXGLHV�WHDFKHUV�VKRXOG�GR�WKH�VDPH��7KH�IROORZLQJ�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�WH[W�IHDWXUHV�WR�KHOS�UHDGHUV�JDLQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
of subject matter: 
� ��%ROG��,WDOLFL]HG�RU�8QGHUOLQHG�:RUGV�� ��$XWKRU¶V�1RWHV�DQG�,QWURGXFWLRQV
� ��7DEOH�RI�&RQWHQWV� ��7LPHOLQHV
� ��&DSWLRQV� ��,OOXVWUDWLRQV
� ��'LDJUDPV� ��3KRWR�
� ��/DEHOV�� ���,QGH[
� ��0DSV� ��*ORVVDU\�
5HDGLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�QRWDEOH�ERRNV�FDQ�GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�QRQ¿FWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VDPH�WRSLF�FDQ�GLIIHU��0DQ\�WLPHV�
WKLV�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�D�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQLTXH�TXHVWLRQV�RI�LQTXLU\�HDFK�DXWKRU�DVNV��RU�LV�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�
used. Some writers write in a narrative style that reads like a story while others are more formal. Teacher-
librarians can work with teachers to pull together books on similar topics. Teacher-librarians and language 
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arts teachers could pull together books on the same topic that are written in each style. Students can learn how 
information can be presented in a variety of structures. 
(PEHGGLQJ�QRQ¿FWLRQ�LQ�KLVWRULFDO�¿FWLRQ�XQLWV�FDQ�FHUWDLQO\�LQFUHDVH�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH��DLGLQJ�
understanding of setting and character motivation. Because the Notable Social Studies Trade Books and Notable 
%RRNV�IRU�D�*OREDO�VRFLHW\�LQFOXGH�ERWK�¿FWLRQ�DQG�QRQ¿FWLRQ��WKH\�DUH�H[FHOOHQW�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�FUHDWLQJ�SDUDOOHO�
WH[WV��
We want students to develop a passion for learning about the wonder of the natural, historical, or current world. 
7KLV�SDVVLRQ�FRXOG�EH�VSDUNHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�FKRRVH�WR�UHDG�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ERRNV�RQ�WRSLFV�RI�LQWHUHVW�WR�WKHP�DQG�VLPSO\�
UHÀHFW�RQ�KRZ�WKHLU�WKLQNLQJ�KDV�FKDQJHG��4XDOLW\�QRQ¿FWLRQ�FDQ�FKDQJH�PLQGV��GHHSHQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�JLYH�
us practice in reading to improve our background knowledge of the world. 
%HVLGHV�WKH�QRQ¿FWLRQ�WLWOH�UHVRXUFHV��,�KLJKO\�UHFRPPHQG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ZHEVLWHV�IRU�QRQ¿FWLRQ�LQVSLUDWLRQ���
�� 7KH�8QFRPPRQ�&RUS²�&KDPSLRQV�RI�1RQ¿FWLRQ�%ORJ��KWWS���QRQ¿FWLRQDQGWKHFRPPRQFRUH�EORJVSRW�FRP�
7KLV�EORJ�GLVFXVVHV�VSHFL¿F�ERRN�WLWOHV��LVVXHV��DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�SKLORVRSKLHV��5HFHQWO\��WZR�ERRNV�RQ�7\SKRLG�
Mary were discussed: Gail Jarrow’s Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary and Susan Campbell 
Bartoletti’s Terrible Typhoid Mary: A True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America��,�DP�DQ[LRXV�WR�UHDG�ERWK�
and do a bit of comparison of style and presentation. 

�� ,QN�7KLQN�7DQN�±�KWWS���LQNWKLQNWDQN�FRP��7KLV�ZHEVLWH�VKDUH�QRQ¿FWLRQ�DXWKRUV�DQG�ERRNV�RQ�VXEMHFWV�IRU�
DOO�DJHV�DQG�D�OLQN�WR�WKH�1RQ¿FWLRQ�0LQXWH��KWWS���ZZZ�QRQ¿FWLRQPLQXWH�FRP���'LIIHUHQW�QRQ¿FWLRQ�ZULWHUV�
share information beyond their books.

Dolores Johnston currently teaches Children’s Literature and Literature for the At-Risk at Portland State 
University. She has taught courses in the PSU Ed Media program.  She has also taught children’s literature at 
George Fox University.  She spent many years as a middle school teacher-librarian and language arts teacher. 
Her passion for children’s literature and reading has permeated her career. She developed a love for reading 
about the natural world from her years as an outdoor school teacher and director. She can be reached at 
johnstod@pdx.edu.

Periodicals Databases: Sources of and Support for Informational Text

In 2010, the Oregon State Board of Education adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for mathematics and 
(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�DUWV��(/$��	�OLWHUDF\�LQ�WKH�FRQWHQW�DUHDV��)RXU�\HDUV�ODWHU��2UHJRQ�DGRSWHG�WKH�1H[W�
*HQHUDWLRQ�6FLHQFH�6WDQGDUGV��1*66���7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�VFKRRO�\HDU�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�WHVWHG�RQ�WKH�PRUH�
ULJRURXV�&RPPRQ�&RUH�6WDQGDUGV��DQG�VWDWH�DVVHVVPHQWV�IRU�1H[W�*HQHUDWLRQ�6FLHQFH�VKRXOG�EH�UHDG\�
IRU�WKH�����±���VFKRRO�\HDU��)RU�&RPPRQ�&RUH¶V�(/$�VWDQGDUGV��WKHUH�DUH�VL[�PDMRU�VKLIWV�LQ�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
RU�FXUULFXOD��LQFOXGLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�HPSKDVLV�RQ�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W��2UHJRQ�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��
Common). The NGSS stress the importance of general literacy in relation to one’s ability to understand 
FRUH�VFLHQWL¿F�LGHDV��GHYHORS�DUJXPHQWV��DQG�PRUH��7KH�JURXS�WKDW�FUHDWHG�WKH�1H[W�*HQHUDWLRQ�6FLHQFH�

6WDQGDUGV�GHYRWHG�DQ�DSSHQGL[��0��WR�RXWOLQLQJ�WKH�FRUUHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�1*66�DQG�&RPPRQ�&RUH¶V�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�OLWHUDF\��
especially literacy in the content areas. Per the National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences, “Any 
HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�VFLHQFH�DQG�HQJLQHHULQJ�QHHGV�WR�GHYHORS�VWXGHQWV¶�DELOLW\�WR�UHDG�DQG�SURGXFH�GRPDLQ�VSHFL¿F�WH[W��$V�VXFK��
HYHU\�VFLHQFH�RU�HQJLQHHULQJ�OHVVRQ�LV�LQ�SDUW�D�ODQJXDJH�OHVVRQ��SDUWLFXODUO\�UHDGLQJ�DQG�SURGXFLQJ�WKH�JHQUHV�RI�WH[WV�WKDW�
DUH�LQWULQVLF�WR�VFLHQFH�DQG�HQJLQHHULQJ´��S�������

Resource Roundup
by Jen Maurer
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What is Informational Text?

7KH�&&66�IRU�UHDGLQJ�FODVVLI\�WH[W�DV�HLWKHU�OLWHUDWXUH�RU�LQIRUPDWLRQDO��DQG�LQLWLDOO\�LW�FDQ�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�
ZKDW�TXDOL¿HV�DV�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W��$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�Oregon Literacy Plan, the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) 
published a document called .±���7HDFKHUV��%XLOGLQJ�&RPSUHKHQVLRQ�LQ�WKH�&RPPRQ�&RUH. Pages R-9 through R-11 
GH¿QH�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�DQG�RIIHU�H[DPSOHV��³,QIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�LV�D�EURDG�FDWHJRU\�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�WKH�VXEJHQUHV�RI�
H[SRVLWLRQ��DUJXPHQW��DQG�IXQFWLRQDO�WH[W��,QIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�FRPHV�LQ�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�IRUPV��LQFOXGLQJ�ERRNV��PDJD]LQHV��
KDQGRXWV��EURFKXUHV��&'�520V��MRXUQDO�DUWLFOHV��WHFKQLFDO�WH[WV��GLUHFWLRQV��IRUPV��DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�GLVSOD\HG�LQ�JUDSKV��
charts, or maps), and Internet resources, and it focuses on many different topics, including those related to history, social 
VWXGLHV��VFLHQFH��DUWV��DQG�WHFKQLFDO�VXEMHFWV´��S��5�����+RZHYHU��DOVR�LQFOXGHG�DV�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�LV�OLWHUDU\�QRQ¿FWLRQ�

– biographies, personal essays, opinion pieces, and similar selections with a narrative structure. As students get older, their 
LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�HPSKDVLV�VKRXOG�EH�RQ�QRQ�QDUUDWLYH�FDWHJRULHV�OLNH�DUJXPHQW��$OVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�LV�WKDW�WH[WV�QHHG�WR�
EH�KLJK�TXDOLW\�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRPSOH[��7KLV�LV�HTXDOO\�WUXH�IRU�WKH�1H[W�*HQHUDWLRQ�6FLHQFH�6WDQGDUGV�����������
What is a Periodicals Database?

1RW�VXUSULVLQJO\��VRPH�HGXFDWRUV�DUH�VWLOO�VFUDPEOLQJ�WR�¿QG�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�WKDW�PHHWV�WKHVH�GH¿QLWLRQV�DQG�FULWHULD��
3HULRGLFDOV�GDWDEDVHV�DUH�H[FHOOHQW�VRXUFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W��%XW��ZKDW�LV�D�SHULRGLFDOV�GDWDEDVH"�$V�D�JHQHUDO�GH¿QLWLRQ��
LW�LV�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�IXOO�WH[W�DUWLFOHV�IURP�SHULRGLFDOV�²QHZVSDSHUV��PDJD]LQHV��DQG�MRXUQDOV²DQG�IURP�UHIHUHQFH�ERRNV��
plus images and multimedia from multiple sources. Content varies by database but comes from sources that are generally 
recognizable and respected, like Odyssey, Newsweek, and The Washington Post. Some products have a broad focus, and 
RWKHUV�KRQH�LQ�RQ�D�VSHFL¿F�VXEMHFW�RU�DJH�JURXS��7R�SXW�LW�VXFFLQFWO\��D�SHULRGLFDOV�GDWDEDVH�LV�DQ�RQOLQH�FRQWDLQHU�IXOO�RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�
The Oregon State Library subscribes to a suite of periodicals databases on behalf of all Oregonians, and the K–12 access 
SRLQW�LV�RQ�WKH�)LQG�,QIRUPDWLRQ�SDJHV�RQ�26/,6��ZZZ�RVOLV�RUJ���7KH�FXUUHQW�VWDWHZLGH�FRQWUDFW�LV�ZLWK�*DOH��WKHUHIRUH��
VXFK�SURGXFWV�DV�.LGV�,QIR%LWV�IRU�HOHPHQWDU\�VWXGHQWV�DQG�6WXGHQW�5HVRXUFHV�,Q�&RQWH[W�IRU�PLGGOH�DQG�KLJK�VFKRRO�
VWXGHQWV�VKRXOG�ULQJ�D�EHOO��(%6&2�DQG�3UR4XHVW�DUH�WZR�RWKHU�PDMRU�YHQGRUV�WKDW�VXSSO\�SHULRGLFDOV�GDWDEDVHV��0$6�8OWUD�
School Edition and eLibrary are two of their K–12 products. Remember to investigate the databases that your public library 
might subscribe to. 
Periodicals Databases Supply and Support Informational Text

One way school librarians demonstrate their value is by supporting classroom instruction. And, one way to do that is to 
SRLQW�WHDFKHUV�WR�SHULRGLFDOV�GDWDEDVHV�DV�D�VRXUFH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�IRU�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV��6RPH�OLEUDULDQV�HYHQ�DVVLVW�DW�WKH�
VFKRRO�RU�GLVWULFW�OHYHO�WR�GHYHORS�WH[W�VHWV��RU�EXQGOHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�WKDW�EXLOG�FRUH�NQRZOHGJH�RQ�D�VSHFL¿F�WRSLF�DQG�
WKDW�DUH�FXOOHG�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV²QRQ¿FWLRQ�ERRN��SHULRGLFDOV�GDWDEDVH��RQOLQH�HQF\FORSHGLD��DQG�WUXVWHG�,QWHUQHW�
ZHEVLWH��IRU�H[DPSOH��0XOWLPHGLD�FRQWHQW�LV�RIWHQ�LQFOXGHG��DQG�VRPH�WH[W�VHWV�LQFOXGH�¿FWLRQ�SLHFHV��WRR��7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�
books on the topic, including Teaching with Text Sets by Mary Ann Cappiello and Erika Thulin-Dawes.  
Ultimately, the content —individual articles—makes periodicals databases helpful, but the built-in tools and features add to 
WKDW�YDOXH��/HW�XV�H[SORUH�WKUHH�RI�WKRVH��DGYDQFHG�VHDUFK��OLVWHQ�WRRO��DQG�MRXUQDO�DOHUWV��
Advanced Search

0RVW�VWXGHQWV��DQG�SHUKDSV�PDQ\�HGXFDWRUV��ZLOO�LQVWLQFWLYHO\�XVH�WKH�JHQHUDO�VHDUFK�ER[�WR�EHJLQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
ZLWKLQ�D�GDWDEDVH��7KH�ER[�LV�RIWHQ�SURPLQHQWO\�IHDWXUHG�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�SDJH�DQG�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�HDV\�WR�XVH��VR�WKDW�
PDNHV�SHUIHFW�VHQVH��+RZHYHU��DV�OHDUQHUV�JDLQ�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�VHDUFK�VNLOOV��HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�
DGYDQFHG�VHDUFK�RSWLRQ��7KLV�DOWHUQDWLYH�LV�XVXDOO\�IRXQG�QHDU�WKH�JHQHUDO�VHDUFK�ER[��$PRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV��DGYDQFHG�VHDUFK�
XVXDOO\�DOORZV�WKH�XVHU�WR�QDUURZ�D�VHDUFK�E\�/H[LOH�OHYHO�DQG�E\�GRFXPHQW�W\SH��7KH�¿UVW�FKRLFH�KHOSV�WHDFKHUV�¿QG�WH[WV�
ZLWK�YDULRXV�UHDGLQJ�OHYHO�UDQJHV�DQG�KHOSV�VWXGHQWV�¿QG�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�WDUJHWHG�UHDGLQJ�]RQH��1RWH�WKDW�
because the databases draw from a variety of real-life sources, there may not be as much material on some advanced topics 
ZULWWHQ�DW�D�ORZHU�/H[LOH�OHYHO��,I�WKDW�LV�WKH�FDVH��SHUKDSV�WKH�WHDFKHU�FDQ�VFDIIROG�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�E\�SUH�WHDFKLQJ�FHUWDLQ�
WHUPV��HWF��7KLV�PHHWV�DGGLWLRQDO�&&66�DQG�1*66�REMHFWLYHV�VLQFH�ERWK�HPSKDVL]H�KHOSLQJ�VWXGHQWV�PDNH�VHQVH�RI�FRPSOH[�
WH[W�DQG�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�VWXGHQWV¶�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�DGYDQFHG�YRFDEXODU\�
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/LPLWLQJ�E\�GRFXPHQW�W\SH�DOORZV�WKH�XVHU�WR�¿QG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�PHHWV�
VSHFL¿F�FULWHULD��)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�6WXGHQW�5HVRXUFHV�,Q�&RQWH[W��RQH�FDQ�
limit a search to just critical essays, historical maps, political cartoons, 
or reports. Teaching library users advanced strategies helps put them in 
control of their searching and meets one of the goals of information literacy 
instruction. Case in point: one information literacy indicator in the Oregon 
School Library Standards is to “develop, select, clarify and use questions 
DQG�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�VHDUFK�IRU�LQIRUPDWLRQ´��/,%�����&���7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�
know what to do when their initial searches fail are better prepared to 
succeed in this age of information.   

Listen Tool

At the article level, there are many useful tools, including the bookmark option which generates a URL that always leads 
back to that article and the translate feature which will instantly translate an article into a variety of languages, including 
6SDQLVK��5XVVLDQ��DQG�9LHWQDPHVH��+RZHYHU��OHW�XV�IRFXV�RQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�WRRO²WKH�OLVWHQ�
feature—because it can be underutilized. Clicking on Listen will quickly activate a program 
that reads the article or the highlighted section aloud, and it is often recommended for 
assisting students who are struggling readers or who are learning English. 
Those are valid uses, for sure, but the tool can serve other purposes, too. Because the technology can now read translated 
DUWLFOHV��LW�FDQ�EHQH¿W�VWXGHQWV�VWXG\LQJ�D�IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJH��2U��WHDFKHUV�FDQ�KHOS�OHDUQHUV�GHYHORS�OLVWHQLQJ�VNLOOV�E\�
identifying a relevant article, developing a few comprehension questions for it, and having students listen to the article 
ZLWKRXW�VHHLQJ�WKH�WH[W��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�SUDFWLFDO�VLQFH�WKH�6PDUWHU�%DODQFHG�WHVW�DVVHVVHV�OLVWHQLQJ�VNLOOV��$QRWKHU�LGHD�LV�
for teachers in younger grades who have activity stations. Identify an interesting article, bookmark it on a tablet or computer, 
and have the student at the station listen to the article while using headphones and then complete a related comprehension, 
ZULWLQJ��RU�DUW�DFWLYLW\��7KLV�LV�D�IXQ�ZD\�WR�H[SRVH�VWXGHQWV�WR�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W��&DSLWDOL]LQJ�RQ�WKH�OLVWHQ�IHDWXUH�
DOLJQV�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�WHFKQRORJ\�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQGLFDWRUV�LQ�WKH�2UHJRQ�6FKRRO�/LEUDU\�6WDQGDUGV��LQFOXGLQJ�³H[SORUH�D�YDULHW\�
RI�GLJLWDO�IRUPDWV�WR�UHDG��YLHZ�DQG�OLVWHQ�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ´��/,%�����'��
Journal Alert  

-RXUQDO�DOHUWV�SURYLGH�D�VLPSOH�ZD\�WR�GHOLYHU�FRQWHQW�IURP�D�VSHFL¿F�SXEOLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�
UHFLSLHQW¶V�HPDLO�LQER[�RU�566�IHHG��7KH�HDVLHVW�ZD\�WR�VHW�XS�DQ�DOHUW�LV�WR�QDYLJDWH�WR�WKH�
*DOH�3RZHU6HDUFK�KRPHSDJH�DQG�XVH�3XEOLFDWLRQ�6HDUFK�WR�¿QG�WKH�GHVLUHG�SXEOLFDWLRQ��)URP�

WKHUH��PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�FXUUHQW�IXOO�WH[W�FRYHUDJH�LV�VWLOO�RIIHUHG��,I�\HV��FOLFN�RQ�WKH�WRROER[�RSWLRQ�FDOOHG�&UHDWH�-RXUQDO�$OHUW�
DQG�IROORZ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQV��7KHQ�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�FRQWHQW�IURP�WKDW�SXEOLFDWLRQ�LV�DGGHG�WR�WKH�GDWDEDVH��OLQNV�ZLOO�EH�VHQW�WR�
WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VHW�XS�WKH�DOHUW��7KLV�LV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�ZD\�WR�JHW�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W�LQ�IURQW�RI�VWXGHQWV�GXULQJ�QRQ�VFKRRO�
hours. For instance, teachers could tell parents about this option during conferences and encourage them to read one newly-
UHFHLYHG�DUWLFOH�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOG�DQG�WKHQ�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH\�UHDG��([SRVLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHFHLYHG�
through journal alerts supports a few of the Oregon School Library Standards’ reading engagement indicators, such as “read 
WR�VHHN�PXOWLSOH�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ�DQG�D�JOREDO�SHUVSHFWLYH´��/,%�����)���
5HPHPEHU��WKLQN�RI�SHULRGLFDOV�GDWDEDVHV�DV�RQOLQH�ER[HV�IXOO�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W��DQG�WKHQ�WKLQN�RXWVLGH�WKH�ER[�DERXW�
ways to take advantage of the quality resources and helpful tools.   

Jennifer Maurer is the School Library Consultant at the Oregon State Library, 
DQG�KHU�GXWLHV�LQFOXGH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�26/,6�DQG�WKH�.±���DVSHFW�RI�WKH�VWDWHZLGH�
databases. Previously, Jen worked with the bookmobile program at the Salem 
Public Library and was a teacher and a school librarian for a dozen years, split 
between Texas and Oregon. You can reach her at jennifer.maurer@state.or.us.
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Rethinking the “Restricted” Shelf by Miranda Doyle, Intellectual Freedom Chair

It’s the whispering and giggling that tips you off, and the growing circle of students gathering 
around a book or computer screen. They’ve discovered something, all right, and it’s probably 
not just a funny cat video or a particularly fascinating diagram of a medieval castle.
Maybe it’s a book about puberty, or an art book with a few nude paintings. Maybe it’s a book 
about a family with two moms, or a novel with four-letter words. It might be a title about 
GUXJV��YLROHQFH��JDQJV��RU�JUDI¿WL��0D\EH�LW¶V�MXVW�D�VHQVLWLYH�WRSLF²GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�GHDWK��PHQWDO�
LOOQHVV��RU�DEXVH��IRU�H[DPSOH��/DVW�\HDU�DW�RQH�RI�P\�MXQLRU�KLJK�VFKRROV�LW�ZDV�DQ�XQDEULGJHG�

GLFWLRQDU\�WKDW�GH¿QHG�WKH�)�ZRUG��KH\��P\�VWXGHQWV�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�¿QG�ZRUGV�LQ�D�SULQW�GLFWLRQDU\��QRW�MXVW�RQ�
Dictionary.com—I was impressed).
,W¶V�WHPSWLQJ�WR�SXW�DOO�RI�RXU�SRWHQWLDOO\�FRQWURYHUVLDO�WLWOHV�EHKLQG�WKH�FLUFXODWLRQ�GHVN��RQ�WKH�³SURIHVVLRQDO´�
VKHOI��RU�LQ�WKH�FRXQVHOLQJ�RI¿FH��:H�¿JXUH�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�QHHG�WKHP�FDQ�DOZD\V�DVN��DQG�LW�HOLPLQDWHV�DOO�
that giggling. Besides, what if students actually check the book out and take them it home, and then there’s a 
complaint? But the truth is, with that barrier to access, those books are now essentially off limits to students. The 
UHDGHU�ZKR�PLJKW�EURZVH�ERRNV�RQ�VH[XDO�LGHQWLW\�LI�WKH\�DUH�RQ�WKH�UHJXODU�VKHOYHV�LV�IDU�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�ZDON�XS�WR�
the circulation desk and request them. 
It also sends a message that there’s something wrong or inappropriate about the topics covered by those restricted 
books. Yet we want our collections to embrace diverse groups of people and broad points of view. If we pulled 
out every book that might make someone uncomfortable, the shelves behind the desk would grow by leaps and 
bounds.
This might be a good time to take a look at the books we keep behind the desk, in the professional collection 
RU�RWKHUZLVH��DQG�UHWKLQN�RXU�UHDVRQV��,I�LW¶V�UHDOO\�D�UHVRXUFH�SULPDULO\�IRU�WHDFKHUV��¿QH��%XW�LI�WKRVH�WLWOHV�DUH�
VHJUHJDWHG�IURP�WKH�UHJXODU�FROOHFWLRQ�VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�VKLHOG�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�GLI¿FXOW�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��PD\EH�LW¶V�
time to put them back where they belong.
,I�\RX�KDYHQ¶W�KDG�D�FKDQFH�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�7RS�7HQ�0RVW�)UHTXHQWO\�&KDOOHQJHG�%RRNV�IRU�������\RX¶OO�¿QG�LW�DW�
KWWS���ZZZ�RLI�DOD�RUJ�RLI�"S ������7KH�$PHULFDQ�/LEUDU\�$VVRFLDWLRQ¶V�2I¿FH�RI�,QWHOOHFWXDO�)UHHGRP�UHOHDVHG�
the list in April. Many prominent news outlets, including CNN and the Washington Post, reported on the list. 

 continued…
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,W¶V�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKDW���RI�WKH�WHQ�ERRNV�³UHÀHFW�GLYHUVH�DXWKRUV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FRQWHQW´²UDQJLQJ�IURP�WKH�
Native American main character in Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian to the penguin with two dads 
in And Tango Makes Three. Author Malinda Lo, who analyzed the makeup of the books on the challenged lists 
for the past 15 years, noted in a blog post that “diversity is actually under attack. Minority perspectives are being 
VLOHQFHG�HYHU\�\HDU�´�:KHUH�GR�\RX�ZDQW�\RXU�OLEUDU\�WR�¿W�LQWR�WKLV�LVVXH"�,�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�
act in opposition to this attack, and choose to support diverse voices instead. 
Miranda Doyle is OASL’s Intellectual Freedom Chair and the librarian for Lake Oswego School District. As a 
WHHQDJHU��VKH�PD\�KDYH�VWHDOWKLO\�UHDG�D�IHZ�ERRNV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH����V²ERRNV�VKH�ZDV�ZD\�WRR�HPEDUUDVVHG�
WR�DFWXDOO\�FKHFN�RXW��0LUDQGD�KDV�DQ�0/,6�IURP�6DQ�-RVH�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�LV�1DWLRQDO�%RDUG�&HUWL¿HG�LQ�
/LEUDU\�0HGLD��&RPPHQWV��TXHVWLRQV��RU�LGHDV"�3OHDVH�HPDLO�0LUDQGD�DW�GR\OHP#ORVZHJR�N���RU�XV�

Choice or Chore by Louetta Jansen, OASL Paraprofessional Representative 

/LIH�ORQJ�VNLOOV"�<(6���7KDW¶V�ZKDW�ZH�ZDQW�IRU�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�WKDQNV�WR�WKH�2UHJRQ�
Association of School Libraries for helping make that path clear. The four components of 
the Library Standards will pave the way for all students in our state to have comparable 
opportunities and be held to the same learning standards, whether they are from remote, 
LPSRYHULVKHG��KLJKO\�SRSXODWHG��DIÀXHQW��XUEDQ�RU�UXUDO�DUHDV�
So creating a world of engaged readers is our optimal goal and a critical factor is access to 
books. But books are only a part of the picture. Even the wonderfully attractive and well written 

ERRNV�DYDLODEOH�DUH�QRW�VROHO\�VXI¿FLHQW�WR�OXUH�HYHU\�FKLOG�LQWR�OLWHUDF\���%RRNV�KHOS��EXW�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�SLHFH�
comes not from having the books but from actually reading the books. Now we see the importance of engagement.  
If engaged readers are intrinsically motivated to read for knowledge and enjoyment, how do we get that ball 
UROOLQJ"��,V�LW�PRWLYDWLRQ"��0RWLYDWLRQ�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�WKH�JHQHUDO�GHVLUH�RU�ZLOOLQJQHVV�RI�VRPHRQH�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ���
That sounds easy enough….. right. So why do we stand on our heads to get students to read?
Children do many things simply because they want to do them. Selecting a toy or shirt to wear is a result of 
intrinsic motivation. They make their own choices and achieve satisfaction from that process. Motivation begins 
with interest. Without motivation, students show a higher fear of failure and feeling of inadequacy. Children who 
like to share books with peers and participate responsibly in a community of learners are likely to be intrinsically 
motivated readers. They are more likely to take ownership in and responsibility for their own learning. Whether 
VQXJJOHG�XQGHU�WKH�FRYHUV�ZLWK�SHDQXW�EXWWHU�VDQGZLFKHV��RRSV��\RX�GLGQ¶W�KHDU�PH�VD\�WKDW���RU�IROORZLQJ�DORQJ�
with a book on tape while on a road trip, reading together is a powerful tool in motivating a child to read.  I have 
watched an amazing process happen with a buddy reading program. Students are paired according to reading level 
and allowed a choice in what title to read together. As the pair read their common book, they magically motivate 
each other. It’s very successful, and they slowly begin to believe they are capable. They take ownership in what 
they choose, and the social process that builds trust and reliance also builds motivation, leading to an increased 
amount of reading. The reading engagement grows and becomes self-generating. 
7KHUH�LV�QR�TXLFN�¿[�WR�FUHDWLQJ�LQWULQVLFDOO\�PRWLYDWHG�UHDGHUV��/HW¶V�NHHS�LW�IXQ²UHDGLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�D�FKRLFH��QRW�
a chore.
Louetta Jansen enjoys her job working at North Bay Elementary School in the North Bend School District, where 
VKH¶V�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�WKURXJK��TH�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV�IRU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��6KH�FDQ�EH�UHDFKHG�DW�
OMDQVHQ#QEHQG�N���RU�XV�

http://www.diversityinya.com/2014/09/book-challenges-suppress-diversity/
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Beverly Cleary Children’s Choice 2015 Winner and 2016 

Nominees Announced by Libby Hamler-Dupras

Now in our 13th year, on behalf of the Beverly Cleary Children’s Choice Award Committee,  I would like to 
announce that children from Oregon, Washington and Montana voted for their favorite 2014–2015 BCCCA 
nominee, and the winner is…..Third Grade Angels�E\�-HUU\�6SLQHOOL��
We want to thank all school library folks, classroom teachers, and public librarians for encouraging their children 
to participate in this very fun children’s choice award.

 2015–2016 BCCCA Nominations

Charlie Bumpers vs. The Teacher of the Year by Bill Harley 
Farmer Will Allen and the Growing Table by Jacqueline Briggs Martin

Gone Fishing: A Novel in Verse by Tamera Wissinger 
The Mystery of Meerkat Hill: A Precious Ramotswe Mystery for Young Readers�E\�$OH[DQGHU�0F&DOO�6PLWK

Ukulele Hayley�E\�-XG\�&R[��
White Fur Flying by Patricia MacLachlan  

For more information on the BCCCA program, please go to the BCCCA homepage https://ola.memberclicks.net/
bccca-home. 
Libby Hamler-Dupras is the Chair of the Beverly Cleary Children’s Choice Award.  You can reach her at 
elfgirl@Q.com

Oregon Reader’s Choice Award: ORCA by Nina Kramer

The Oregon Reader’s Choice Award committee has had a busy spring.  Nominated titles for 2016 were read, selections 
made, votes were tallied, and a presentation was put together to share at OLA. We made connections with each other, came 
up with booktalks, book trailers and other resources for the new titles. We’re still working on getting them up and running 
on the ORCA blog. This is where you come in. If you have booktalks you or your students have written for the nominated 
titles, book trailer videos your students have made and would like to share, photos of your ORCA display, or innovative 
things you’ve done to promote ORCA, please send them to kliljequist@pps.net or orca@olaweb.org and we’ll post them on 
the ORCA blog as we receive them.  
Chosen by students across the state, the 2015 Oregon Reader’s Choice Award winners are:

Upper Elementary Division
The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

Middle School Division
Ungifted by Gordon Korman

High School Division
The Fault in our Stars by John Green  continued…
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ORCA Nominees for 2016 are:
Upper Elementary Division
True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp by Kathi Appelt
Jinx by Sage Blackwood
Flora & Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein
A Tangle of Knots by Lisa Graff
Donner Dinner Party by Nathan Hale
Mountain Dog by Margarita Engle
Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell
Middle School Division
6HUD¿QD¶V�3URPLVH by Ann E. Burg
Etiquette & Espionage by Gail Carriger
Etched in Clay: The Life of Dave, Enslaved Potter and Poet by Andrea Cheng
Delilah Dirk and the Turkish Lieutenant by Tony Cliff
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
The Great Trouble: A Mystery of London, the Blue Death, and A Boy Called Eel by Deborah Hopkinson
One Came Home by Amy Timberlake
Brotherhood by Anne Westrick
High School Division
The Coldest Girl in Coldtown by Holly Black
7KH�%R\V�LQ�WKH�%RDW��1LQH�$PHULFDQV�DQG�7KHLU�(SLF�4XHVW�IRU�*ROG�DW�WKH������%HUOLQ�2O\PSLFV by Daniel James Brown
The Living by Matt de la Pena
The Summer Prince by Alaya Dawn Johnson
Reality Boy by A.S. King
More Than This by Patrick Ness
Midwinterblood by Marcus Sedgwick
All Our Yesterdays by Cristin Terrill
We tried to provide a range of titles in each division, so that there’s something for just about everyone. There is some overlap 
with Oregon Battle of the Books titles, but that is okay.  Which to choose to promote to your students? If possible, do 
both.  There is a need and an audience for both, and both programs promote reading in fun and very different ways.  OBOB 
brings out the competitive, teamwork potential of reading the same book.  ORCA titles can be done with book groups or 
made available for students to read on their own. Students don’t have to master them all, just read more than two titles in a 
division and vote for their favorite. There’s something for just about everyone in the selected titles, so even reluctant readers 
can be successful.  
What else can you do? While you read over the summer, check the copyright date on the books you read that you think your 
VWXGHQWV�ZRXOG�HQMR\��,I�\RX�UXQ�DFURVV�D�IDQWDVWLF�ERRN�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������WKDW�\RX�WKLQN�VKRXOG�EH�DQ�25&$�WLWOH�IRU�������
email me and we’ll get the list of possibilities going early. One of the really great things about ORCA is that is takes us all 
to make it successful for our students. Thank you for all that you do to support reading.  And thank you for all the ways that 
you can help us make ORCA a better program.  
Nina Kramer is the ORCA Chair and a Youth Librarian at the Albina branch of the Multnomah County Library. You can 
reach her at ninak@multcolib.org or orca@olaweb.org
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OBOB Official Lists 2016

3–5 Grade Division

Charlie Bumpers vs. the 
Teacher of the Year
by Bill Harley
Diamond Willow
by Helen Frost
Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s 
Library
by Chris Grabenstein
Flora and Ulysses
by Kate DiCamillo
How to Train Your Dragon
by Cressida Cowell
The Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan
A Long Walk to Water
by Linda Sue Park
Mission Unstoppable
by Dan Gutman
Mountain Dog
by Margarita Engle
No Talking
by Andrew Clements
Rooftoppers
by Katherine Rundell
The Sasquatch Escape
by Suzanne Selfors
The Shadows
by Jacqueline West
Shiloh
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
What Was Ellis Island?
by Patricia Brennan Demuth
What Was the March on 
Washington?
by Kathleen Krull

6–8 Grade Division

Bamboo People
by Mitali Perkins
Counting by 7s
by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Dealing with Dragons
by Patricia C. Wrede
Famous Last Words
by Katie Alender
The Great Trouble
by Deborah Hopkinson
Jinx
by Sage Blackwood
Keeper of the Lost Cities
by Shannon Messenger
Liar & Spy
by Rebecca Stead
Michael Vey: the Prisoner of 
&HOO���
by Richard Paul Evans
Navigating Early
E\�&ODUH�9DQGHUSRRO
Return to Sender
by Julia Alvarez
The Roar
by Emma Clayton
Stormbreaker
by Anthony Horowitz
Strike Three, You’re Dead
by Josh Ber
What We Found in the Sofa and 
How It Saved the World
by Henry Clark
Written in Stone
by Rosanne Parry

9–12 Grade Division

Boxers
by Gene Luen Yang
The Boys in the Boat
by Daniel James Brown
Dodger
by Terry Pratchett
Enchanted
by Alethea Kontis
Far Far Away
by Tom McNeal
�TH Wave
by Rick Yancey
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet
by Jamie Ford
Immortal Beloved
by Cate Tiernan
The Living
by Matt de la Peña
My Sister’s Keeper
by Jodi Picoult
Orphan Train
by Christina Baker Kline
The Scarlet Pimpernel
by Baroness Orczy
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INTERCHANGE

interchange@oasl.olaweb.org

Fall Interchange

(OREGON EDUCATIONAL MEDIA ASSOCIATION)

OASL/OEMA INTERCHANGE welcomes submissio

happy to help you.


